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Grand Jurors’

E!
NOTIC
Each year a number of
CGJA board posi ons
open up for elec on
or re‐elec on. There
are two current direc‐
tors from each region
(North, Central, South)
who are up for re‐
elec on this year, if
they wish to do so.
We are looking for
addi onal candidates.
If you would like to
nominate someone or
yourself to serve on
the CGJA Board of Di‐
rectors, then please
no fy the Nomina‐
ons and Elec ons
Commi ee Chair at:
napacgja@gmail.com
The deadline to sub‐
mit an ‘Intent to Run’
statement is June 30,
2014.
Diane Dame´Shepp,
Nomina ons‐Elec ons Chair

SM

www.cgja.org

President’s Message By Beate Boultinghouse
This is your organiza on. It is only as good as those who
par cipate. The more you give, the more you get. We are
fine tuning and expanding a number of our programs. All of
these are trite sayings, but hold so much truth. Please, read
further to see how each and every one of us can contribute
and make a diﬀerence. Without all of our eﬀorts, however
big or small, we cannot become more meaningful and eﬀec‐
ve.
The California Grand Jurors’ Associa on (CGJA) was founded
in April 1982. It has expanded and morphed in the 32 years
since. Currently, there are seven standing commi ees: An‐
nual Conference, Awards, Finance, Legisla ve and Legal Resources, Training, Member‐
ship Rela ons, and Public Rela ons along with their sub‐commi ees. If you are read‐
ing this, you have had contact with at least three of these commi ees. There are also
eight ad hoc commi ees: Annual Conference Host, Annual Awards, Educa on, Fund
Development, Finance Review, History and Archives.
As leaders of the organiza on, the CGJA Board of Directors decided it was me to step
back and look at where we (the CGJA) have been, where we are, and then assess
where we want to go as an organiza on. At its semi‐annual retreat in Sacramento on
March 16, Karen Jahr and John Monaco, with prepara on input from Diane Dame‐
Shepp and Fred Giarrusso, led the group through steps to analyze the CGJA mission
statement, its purpose statements, where we see organiza on being in five years,
what exper se we need to a ain those goals, and what competence we currently have
toward that end.
As a result of this discussion, we see the overall vision of the CGJA as California be‐
coming the envy of all other states in government because of par cipa ve democracy.
The CGJA mission statement says the same thing but has been shortened to: “To pro‐
mote, preserve, and support the grand jury system through training, educa on, and
outreach.” Our objec ves are to:
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To fulfill these objec ves, we need your help. I am reaching out to you to get involved
and make a diﬀerence. Whether you wish to be a leader or a “worker bee” please,

 Train new jurors
 Advocate inclusion of grand jury system educa on in secondary schools
 Publish informa onal news le ers
 Sponsor annual conferences
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email me at:
president@cgja.org if you or another you know can oﬀer
any of the following:
 Administra ve assistance to the Training Commi ee
Chair
 Legal exper se in corporate and grand jury law
 Legal exper se in non‐profit law
 Working knowledge of QuickBooks Online
 CPA to audit CGJA books
 Informa on Technology – WebEx, document sharing,

website, e‐fax, social media, etc., general support to
the organiza on in technology
 Knowledge in maneuvering through the state educa‐

on system and/or legisla ve halls to ins tute policy
As you know from your jury experience, a small eﬀort can
make a big diﬀerence. That also holds true beyond the
jury. I thank you for doing your part in suppor ng the
grand jury system.
The exemplary CGJA training program for jurors con n‐
ues to update its excellent program each year. See a sep‐
arate ar cle in this issue for more detail. Commi ee
Chair Marsha Caranci is always looking for people who
have an interest in being involved with this ever expand‐
ing program. She is also looking for an administra ve
assistant who is proficient in Microso Oﬃce Suite and
has good organiza onal skills. If interested, contact Mar‐
sha at cgjatraining@cgja.org.
There is a na onwide push to reintroduce civics educa‐
on in K‐12 schools. California is upda ng its core curric‐
ulum in history and social sciences in 2014‐2015. The CA
Board of Educa on is holding workshops around the
state to solicit input. The CGJA Educa on Commi ee is
sending representa ves to promote inclusion of a curric‐
ulum on California’s unique grand jury system. A pilot
“mock grand jury” program in a high school in San Fran‐
cisco, mentored by 10 local CGJA chapter members, will
be coming to a close in April. If successful, the program
will be proposed for implementa on at schools capable
of running it.
On another note, the regional mee ngs con nue to be
met with enthusiasm and success. Currently, there is one
scheduled each month rota ng between the San Joaquin
Valley, the Bay Area, and the Capital (Sacramento) re‐
gion. Watch our website for details and updates. If you
have not yet a ended one, you are missing an enlighten‐
ing experience of sharing, learning, and socializing. If
there is not one in your area and you would like to join
with others to have one, contact the Membership Rela‐

2 0 1 4

2

ons Commi ee at membership@cgja.org to learn how
you too can hold a regional mee ng.
Mark your calendars and stay tuned for more infor‐
ma on concerning our annual conference at the Burbank
Marrio on November 13 and 14. The Los Angeles Chap‐
ter promises it will be another inspiring and informa ve
conference. All current and former jurors are invited to
par cipate and learn, and meet others from around the
state.
I want to give a big thank you to all our commi ees and
members who con nue to promote, preserve, and sup‐
port the grand jury system through training, educa on,
and outreach.

CGJA EXCELLENCE IN REPORTING AWARDS
By Barbara Sommer, EIR Sub-committee Chair

Nomina ons for these awards are now open. Go to
h p://cgja.org/eir for instruc ons and a nomina on
form. This is the only way to submit nomina ons.
There are two annual Excellence in Repor ng awards;
one is the Robert Geiss award for the best grand jury re‐
port, and the other is the News Media award for best
news media repor ng. The first award honors the
memory of Bob Geiss and acknowledges his many contri‐
bu ons to CGJA, especially as creator and lead trainer for
the report wri ng por on of the annual training semi‐
nars. The specific criteria for each award are listed in the
“What you will need” sec on below.
Requirements and limita ons:
Nomina ons must be submi ed online by MAY 31, 2014.
Nomina ons may be made only by a CGJA Chapter or
Associa on for its county. Where there is no Chapter or
Associa on, nomina ons may be made by a CGJA mem‐
ber who resides in the county.
A county may nominate only one grand jury report and
one news media coverage topic per year. A single grand
jury report may be the subject of both awards.
The nominated reports must have been published within
the preceding five years (from 2008‐09 on) with suﬃ‐
cient me for responses or eﬀects to be known.
See lis ng of past recipients h p://cgja.org/eir‐past‐
awards

Angelo Rolando Memorial Award
By Joann Landi, Sub‐commi ee Chair

Each year the CGJA honors a member for outstanding
service to our organiza on. The award is presented at
the Annual CGJA Conference each year.
Continued on page 3
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Continued from page 2

We look to the members of CGJA to nominate members
they consider worthy of receiving this pres gious award.
Nomina ons will be accepted for considera on by the
Angelo Rolando Memorial Award Commi ee un l August
30, 2014. Nomina ons may be submi ed via postal mail
or email.

unusually eﬀec ve in accomplishing projects.

In arriving at a decision to nominate someone you be‐
lieve deserving, please consider that this award is for
past service and not for an cipated service in future
years. Some factors you may wish to consider:

If you have any ques ons regarding the nomina on pro‐
cess, feel free to call or email me:

Substan ve par cipa on at both the state and county
level in support of CGJA goals and objec ves.

A nominee must be a current member of CGJA and there
will be no mul ple awards.
The then‐serving CGJA president is not eligible to receive
this award in that year.

Joannelandi@aol.com and/or 650‐365‐4184. Nomina‐
on forms are available on our website, www.cgja.org/
rolando‐award or may be mailed to Joann Landi, 178
South Palomar Drive, Palomar Park 94062.

Has demonstrated excep onal leadership skills and is
unusually eﬀec ve in accomplishing projects.

Annual Conference Plans Shaping Up
We hope you have marked November 12‐14, 2014 on your calendar for the 33rd CGJA
Annual Conference at the Marrio Hotel in Burbank, adjacent
to the Bob Hope Airport and convenient to rail and highway
as well.

Audrey Lynberg

Conference Chair Audrey Lynberg has announced that the
keynote speaker to open the conference is Los Angeles Coun‐
ty District A orney Jackie Lacey, recently elected as the first
African American and first woman to hold this oﬃce since it
was created in 1850.
Another booked speaker is Jackie Tilley Hill, Foreperson of the
1993‐1994 Los Angeles Grand Juror and a Life me Member
of CGJA, who served with dis nc on on the Los Angeles
County Economy and Eﬃciency Commi ee as well as the
Jackie Lacey
Quality and Produc vity Commission. These commissions
are logical extensions of grand jury work. She recently received an award for the Plain
Language Ini a ve sponsored by the California State Associa on of Coun es.
The conference program will also include panel discussions on CGJA ac vi es such as the
recently formed Educa on Commi ee whose goal is to provide informa on about Cali‐
fornia’s grand jury system in its civil oversight role to the secondary school level.

Jackie Tilley Hill

Another planned panel will be on the unique challenges of the Los Angeles County Civil
Grand Jury, a county of 10 million people and 88 ci es.

Watch our website for more informa on, par cularly registra on informa on
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Shasta County Chapter
Assists in Recruitment Eﬀorts
By Larry Johnson, Co‐chair, Recruitment

Once again, the Shasta County Chapter of CGJA is par ci‐
pa ng in the recruitment and screening of applicants to
serve on the Shasta County Grand Jury. This is the tenth
year that the Shasta County Chapter has assisted the Su‐
perior Court in making certain that an ample pool of
qualified applicants are presented to the court for impan‐
elment as members of the Grand Jury.
The chapter’s recruitment eﬀorts include the distribu on
of brochures and bookmarks, each of which provide basic
informa on about grand jury service and direct the recip‐
ient to the Shasta County Grand Jury website for addi‐
onal informa on. The chapter also coordinates with
the Shasta County Board of Supervisors in proclaiming
March as Grand Jury Awareness month.
With the invaluable (volunteer) assistance of local media
professional Paul Barth, television ads were produced
and aired on the local television and radio sta ons. Paul
also orchestrated a number of newspaper ads and ar‐
ranged for chapter members to par cipate in a half doz‐
en on‐air “public service” interviews with local television
and radio personali es. In addi on, chapter members
were invited and spoke to local organiza ons concerning
par cipa on on the grand jury.
The culmina on of the recruitment drive occurred on
March 19th when the Shasta County Chapter hosted an
Informa onal Mee ng within the Community Room at
Redding City Hall. Forty‐two poten al applicants to the
Shasta County Grand Jury a ended the mee ng, which
featured a power point presenta on followed by an open
discussion with members of the current and past grand
juries. Representa ves from the County and Superior
Court also spoke. In past years, the Informa onal
Mee ng has been successful in producing a good number
of applica ons for Grand Jury service.
A er all of the applica ons have been received by the
court, chapter members will con nue to assist in the pro‐
cess by screening the applica ons, checking references,
and par cipa ng in applicant interviews. The chapter will
assist the court in acknowledging the outgoing members
of this year’s Grand Jury and coordina ng the impanel‐
ment of next year’s Grand Jury. That same day, and as its
first post‐impanelment ac vity, the chapter will begin
conduc ng several sessions of the Shasta County Grand
Jury’s mul ‐day local orienta on program.
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CGJA Chapter News from Around the State
News for You and by You
By Michael Chernock, Membership Rela ons Commi ee
and the Chapter Presidents listed below

With the rela ve lack of response from the chapters for
this bimonthly column, it may be right to assume that
most Chapters are totally absorbed at this me in the
important process of recrui ng and orien ng newly seat‐
ed jurors for fiscal year 2014‐2015. We wish you all the
best in those eﬀorts.
It is also appropriate for the Membership Rela ons Com‐
mi ee (MRC) to report that, judging from the increased
ac vi es and e‐mails, an increasing number of chapters
are embracing the idea of inter‐chapter coopera on and
communica on. Nothing speaks more eloquently to that
than the recent increase in regional mee ngs being host‐
ed around the state. It is also inspiring to see the fre‐
quency with which chapter members are a ending other
chapters’ events. The MRC lauds those eﬀorts and
stands ready to assist any and all who are willing to step
up and host regional mee ngs in their area.
FRESNO COUNTY ‐ Gary Greenberg
On Friday March 7, 2014 we had our most successful San
Joaquin Valley Regional mee ng yet. In my opinion it
was due to our guest speakers from San Diego. We had
thirty a endees. Bonnie Kenk and Meredith Avery gave a
fantas c presenta on on Implementa on Review in San
Diego. Thank you Lynn from Kern County for hos ng the
June 6, 2014 regional mee ng in Bakersfield.
KERN COUNTY ‐ Lynn Runyan
Kern County Grand Jury Associa on members are looking
forward to a ending the California Task Force on K–12
CIVIC Learning presenta on on Thursday, March 20th.
The CA Department of Educa on’s statewide review of
dra recommenda ons for improving CIVIC learning in
CA K‐ 12 schools is, in our opinion, long overdue!
SAVE the DATE: The next CGJA San Joaquin Valley Re‐
gional Mee ng will be held in Bakersfield on June 6,
2014! We are looking forward to hos ng this event and
hope that many of you will be able to a end including
some Los Angeles based chapters. Our guest speaker will
be Eric Avere , General Manager, Rosedale–Rio Bravo
Water Storage District. Mr. Avere will provide an up‐
date on the California drought/water crisis that aﬀects us
all.
When Mr. Avere was asked if there were any specifics
the CGJA or si ng Grand Juries’ Special Districts Com‐
mi ees could (or should) be asking the water districts in
their Coun es, his reply was: “…it may be prudent to ask
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CGJA Chapter News from Around the State
News for You and by You

if they have drought con ngency plans and water conser‐
va on measures in place to mi gate the impacts to their
customers and ensure water supply if the drought con n‐
ues…”
KCGJA looks forward to seeing you in June – ALL Coun es
are welcome to a end!
MARIN COUNTY – Michael Chernock
Marin, like everyone else, is focused on the recrui ng
process for Civil Grand Jurors for 2014‐2015. Without
them we have no other reason for existence. Response
has been slow but when that happens, everyone from
the chapter to the local media ban together to make a
concerted eﬀort to garner more candidates. This year is
no excep on.
The other major topic in Marin has been the decision by
the independent Implementa on Review Group to join
the chapter and be re‐named the Implementa on Re‐
view (IR) Commi ee. They spent the year crea ng and
refining the process with the presently seated jury, the
courts and county counsel and now feel comfortable
enough with their results to bring their eﬀorts in‐house.
They were welcomed with open arms and John Carlson
was presented and approved as the first IR Commi ee
chairperson for the chapter.
PLACER COUNTY
Congratula ons to Al Wi en the new president of the
chapter. Other oﬃcers are Vice President ‐ Jon Mason,
Treasurer ‐ Ed Lehman, Secretary ‐ DeeAnn Mendoza
PLUMAS COUNTY
The CGJA Cer ficate acknowledging the Plumas County
Chapter was presented to President Mark Murray and
members of the chapter at the April 5, 2014 Capital Re‐
gion regional mee ng in Carmichael CA. Congratula ons
to this newest chapter in the Northern Region.
SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY ‐ Mimi Kalland
Our Chapter now has 49 members ‐ the best ever for our
organiza on. Twelve of them (25%) are CGJA members,
as well. The best ever for our associa on with the
CGJA. We are thinking of forming a bloc and taking over
Crimea.
Meanwhile, we are preparing to interview applicants to
the 2014/15 Grand Jury. This will be our fourth year of
interviews. Each year, based on feedback from jurors
who have been interviewed, we have revised and refined
our interview ques ons. If your chapter is conduc ng

interviews, you may want to share ques ons with us. If
so, contact Ellen Polinsky at EPolinsky@calpoly.edu
SUTTER COUNTY ‐ Beckie Jennings
Gree ng from Su er County. This month our chapter
requested the Board of Supervisors to proclaim March as
Grand Jury Awareness Month in Su er County. I am hap‐
py to say our proclama on has been approved and will
be presented to the si ng grand jury at the next Board
of Supervisors mee ng. In addi on we are scheduled to
meet with the seated grand jury to provide them with
addi onal informa on on our local chapter and to hope‐
fully recruit more members to our chapter and to CGJA.
Most of our chapter members are going to be a ending
the Capital Valley regional conference on April 5th. We
are looking forward to the exchange of informa on and
the opportunity to connect with other like‐minded ci ‐
zens of this great state.

Mike Miller
October 25, 1935— February 16, 2014
CGJA and the San Mateo County Chapter
lost a devoted member on February 16,
2014. Mike served on the San Francisco
Grand Jury in the late 1980's and eventu‐
ally relocated to San Mateo. Mike was a
member at least from the 1998 forma on
of what is now CGJA. Mike was a recipient
of the Angelo Rolando Memorial Award in
2000.
He served on numerous CGJA com‐
mi ees, including Chair of the Member‐
ship Commi ee. At the Chapter level he served as President,
Vice President, Membership and Newsle er Chair.
Mike is perhaps best remembered for his unfailing loyalty and
his willingness to volunteer for almost any mundane duty. He
was a frequent volunteer at training seminars far from home,
accompanied by his devoted wife, Nancy. Jerry Lewi said, “I
was par cularly grateful to Mike for accep ng an near‐
emergency appointment to retake the Membership Chair when
the long‐standing chair suddenly resigned. Mike and I didn’t
always agree on policy, but we were respec ul of each other’s
opinions. He was also a gracious host in arranging my mee ng
with the San Mateo Chapter.”
Mike was also a member of the Olympic Club, Elks Branch 1112,
Sons in Re rement #142, Catholic Alumni Club, St. Vincent de
Paul Society and Sons of the Shakes.
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CHAPTERS OF THE CALIFORNIA GRAND JURORS’ ASSOCIATION
Napa County Chapter of the California
Grand Jurors’ Associa on (CGJA) Presents
Recogni on Award

Three Presidents:
Diane Dame` Shepp, Joseph G. Peatman and Beate Boul nghouse

The Napa County Chapter of the California Grand Jurors’
Associa on (CGJA) presented a Recogni on Award and Cer‐
ficate of Apprecia on to the Peter A. and Vernice H. Gas‐
ser Founda on at a luncheon at the Napa Valley Country
Club, March 27, 2014.
One of the goals of the CGJA and its local chapters is to in‐
crease public awareness of the role the grand jury plays in
our democra c system of government and the well‐being of
local communi es. As such, the Napa County Chapter of
CGJA has established a recogni on award program in con‐
junc on with the CGJA Local Achievement Award Program.
The first recipient of the award was presented to the Peter
H. and Vernice A. Gasser Founda on, a non‐profit organiza‐
on that supports programs that enhance the quality of life

in Napa and help maintain sustainability. The founda on is
a ‘green’ organiza on established in 1989, and headed by
President and CEO, Joseph G. Peatman.
Over the past 12 years, the Gasser Founda on has demon‐
strated its support of the Grand Jury of Napa County by
providing much needed private mee ng space for the si ng
grand jury. Addi onally they have provided mee ng space
for the Napa County Chapter of CGJA. And in 2011 and
2012 they generously provided major funding to support
the educa onal ac vi es of two statewide CGJA confer‐
ences hosted by the Napa County Chapter.
This kind of local support demonstrates a deep and pro‐
longed commitment in alignment with the Mission and Pur‐
pose of the CGJA. For these reasons, we, the Napa Chapter
of CGJA and the CGJA, honor the Peter A. and Vernice H.
Gasser Founda on and its Board of Trustees for their long‐
term commitment and generous support of the Napa Coun‐
ty Grand Jury and the local Chapter of CGJA.
Napa County Supervisor Bill Dodd
(NCGJ 1981) addressed the assembly
with a talk on the importance of the
grand jury system and the importance
of the Gasser Foundation in providing
aid to all sorts of good causes over the
years. In his remarks accepting the
award, Joe Peatman, (FP NCGJ 2002)
allowed that some of the good works
supported by the Gasser Foundation,
such as building a homeless shelter,
were done in response to earlier grand
jury reports.

Since December, three members have been appointed to the board to fill vacancies. They
will be excellent addi ons to the board and bring a lot of energy and new ideas to the organi‐
za on.

Welcome
to the
Newest CGJA
Board Members
By Beate Boultinghouse

Diane Dame‐Shepp from Napa and represen ng the Central region is president of the Napa
chapter, has overseen the last three very successful CGJA annual conferences, and chairs the
2014 Nomina ons and Elec ons Commi ee. She has been on the board of numerous non‐
profit organiza ons and is a talented ar st.
Represen ng the Southern Region is Medsie Bolin. Medsie has been on the MRC for a couple
years and solicits news for the “News from Around the State” column in the Journal. She has
also been one of the key organizers involved in the success of the regional mee ngs hosted
by the Fresno chapter. She has started her career as a trainer. See her background on page
eight.
Beckie Jennings is the president of the Su er County Chapter of the CGJA and will represent
the Northern Region. She and her chapter co‐hosted the first regional mee ng held in Chico.
She is a Rotarian and is very involved with community service while working full me in her
marke ng and sales posi on with Comcast.
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Committee Reports
Connec ons
By Beate Boul nghouse, Membership Rela ons Chair

Hopefully, you have heard the word. The word is CON‐
NECT! Connect with each other; connect with your
chapter; connect with other chapters; connect with the
organiza on. For those of you who use Facebook and/or
Twi er, you know how powerful connec ng with others
can be. Now you ask, how can we connect in CGJA?
As your president, I have recently had the pleasure of
a ending a number of chapter mee ngs and many re‐
gional mee ngs. At each of these mee ngs I learned
what a talented, dedicated and giving group of people
we are.
In February, I was invited to a end the Contra Costa
County chapter mee ng. The members, under the guid‐
ance of President Lloyd Bell, con nue to set the bar for
local orienta on of incoming jurors, interviewing appli‐
cants, outreach, Implementa on Review and assis ng
the CGJA onsite training team when they come in to
train the Contra Costa County Grand Jury. During our
discussion about educa on, it was suggested that we
reach out to the local PBS channel to do a documentary
on our educa on eﬀorts in high schools. We will certain‐
ly follow up on that sugges on.
The new San Joaquin County Chapter invited me to
a end their March mee ng. Deputy District A orney

Sco Fichtner, the jury’s legal advisor, and Court Clerk
Trisa Mar nez, are kept in the loop of what is going on in
the chapter by a ending the monthly mee ngs. I was
impressed by Gary Spaugh and the chapter’s other lead‐
ers in developing an eﬀec ve chapter. They have heard
about the success stories in chapters around the state
and wish to follow suit. Excellent ques ons were asked,
thoughts shared, and sugges ons made. Members have
a ended every regional since becoming a chapter. The
chapter is se ng its priori es. They are reaching out to
other chapters to see how various programs are imple‐
mented. I predict the San Joaquin Chapter will be a real
powerhouse in another two years. A side note: Trisa
works hard during the applica on process and sea ng of
incoming jurors. She cannot wait un l the chapter is able
to help her in her job!
I have encouraged board members to a end regional
and chapter mee ngs. If you wish to invite a board
member to a end one of your mee ngs, answer ques‐
ons, and hear your concerns, do not hesitate to reach
out to them.
I also encourage you to invite members of neighboring
chapters to your mee ngs to share ideas and best prac‐
ces. You can find a lis ng of the chapter presidents and
CGJA directors by region at www.cgja.org and on page 11
of this publica on.
Let’s CONNECT!

CGJA President Beate Boul nghouse (third from le ) and CGJA Treasurer Dianne Hoﬀman (third from right) with the San Joaquin County
Chapter CGJA. Chapter President Gary Spaugh (center second row). Photograph by Ken Buck, Secretary

Richard Knowles
Bobbi Miller
Rebecca Deini
Betty Bynum

Contra Costa
Los Angeles
Plumas
Tulare

Beverly Hill
David Lopez
Sharon Nickison

Lake
Madera
San Joaquin
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Training the Trainers
By Jerry Lewi

On March 14‐15, the en re training
staﬀ of 19 CGJA members met for two
days in Sacramento at an annual event
known as “Train the Trainer” or, TTT,
for short. Our first such mee ng was
in 2007, so it is a well‐established
event that we believe has helped
make the program stronger every
year.
There are several purposes for these mee ng as follows:
Reviewing the curriculum, especially the power point
presenta ons.
Providing new trainers an opportunity to prac ce their
presenta ons under the most cri cal of audiences possible.
Discussion of ques ons that come up in our training semi‐
nars in order that we provide accurate and consistent re‐
sponses. O en feedback from our trainees of the prior year
creates ques ons and issues that need clarifica on.
Hands‐on training in the setup and opera on of our equip‐
ment – computers, projectors and sound systems. From a
single computer and projector purchased in 2003 we now
have eight sets of equipment with the latest so ware. We
need from three to four sets at each regional and there can
be as many as three seminars in the same week in loca ons
all over the state.
Discussion of administra ve and logis cs aspect of the train‐
ing program. Moving the equipment from loca on to loca‐
on is a very challenging exercise.
But perhaps the most exci ng feature this year was the pre‐
view of the new video of a Sample Demonstra on Grand
Jury Interview that was developed for this year’s training. A
team of Karen Jahr, Marsha Caranci, Ray Frisbie and Ron
Miguel wrote and directed this new script with the expert
assistance of Paul Barth Associates, headed by producer
Paul Barth from Redding. The presenta on received rave
reviews and we are very confident this will enhance the
training experience.
This year’s training program is just about completely set and
soon the trainers will know their assignments. Each trainer
will train at from two to eight or more training events. We
will have 4 two‐day regional seminars, 23 two‐day on‐site
seminars where we train from one to three coun es, 5 full‐
day Foreperson/Protem Workshops and 7 full‐day Report
Wri ng Workshops in the fall. Informa on on all but the on
‐site seminars may be found on our website, www.cgja.org,
under Training.
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Meet New Director
Medsie Bolin
Medsie served on the 2010‐2011
Fresno County Grand Jury. She is
a member of the Fresno County
Grand Jurors' Associa on (FCGJA),
currently serving as a Director and
member of the Orienta on Com‐
mi ee, where she par cipated in
developing the orienta on curricu‐
lum for new Fresno County grand jurors.
Medsie was appointed in 2014 to serve as a CGJA Direc‐
tor represen ng the southern region, is a member of
CGJA's Membership Rela ons Commi ee and Annual
Conference Commi ee, is a CGJA Trainer and assists with
hos ng the San Joaquin Valley Regional mee ngs.
Medsie grew up in Champaign‐Urbana, IL and a ended
the University of Illinois. She stopped short of gradua‐
on to pursue what would turn out to be a wonderful 30
‐year career in the travel business as a manager/owner
specializing in small group and fine art tours. Medsie
was elected to several terms on the Savoy, IL City Council
where she served as mayor pro‐tem, chaired the Public
Works Commi ee, and was a Planning Commissioner.
In 2002, Medsie sold her travel company and moved to
Fresno where she and her husband opened a popular
Midwest restaurant franchise. In 2010, they sold their
franchise and oﬃcially re red.
A life‐long volunteer, Medsie has served on various com‐
munity and advisory boards in both Illinois and Califor‐
nia. She enjoys volunteering throughout the year at spe‐
cial events held at Pebble Beach.

Administrative Assistant
to the
Training Committee Chair
If interested, contact
Marsha Caranci at
cgjatraining@cgja.org
Also needed:
Those with knowledge and
expertise in corporate and grand jury law, nonprofit law, education, and technology, Including social media.
See the president’s message for further details

V o l .

Ask the Trainer
This is another in a series of ar cles aimed at current ju‐
rors, especially those who have taken advantage of our
Introductory Membership (IM). We try to remind you of
key issues on a mely basis throughout the year. Please
remember the following: Any trainer is happy to try to
answer specific ques ons in their area of exper se and
may be contacted by using the informa on in Tab 8 of
our training manual; you may not take any response as
legal advice; and frequently you should contact your local
legal advisors to answer ques ons. Please submit ques‐
ons to me or the Journal Editor for future responses.
Marsha Caranci, CGJA Training Chair
cgjatraining@cgja.org

Final Report Approval
By Be e Flick and Jerry Lewi

Hopefully by now your grand jury has released some final
reports. The end of your term is looming on the horizon
and you will want to release all of your reports before
the new jury is sworn in. To assist you in taking the final
dra to a fully approved, released report, here is a check
list of all the steps required to do that:
1. Dra completed by Inves ga ng Commi ee.
2. Final Verifica on (Exit) Interview with subject of inves‐
ga on – not required but highly recommended. You
must have interviewed the subject of the inves ga on,
but the exit interview is op onal.
3. Fully reviewed by Editorial Commi ee.
4. Review and approval by full panel with a minimum of
12 votes approving release (8 in 11‐member body).
5. Legal review by your primary legal advisor.
Note: Some juries take the above three steps in a diﬀer‐
ent order which is fine as long as it conforms to your own
rules of procedure.
6. Submit to Presiding or Supervising Judge for approval.
7. Delivery of report to any en ty for which a response is
required, two working days before release to the public.
8. Release to public and the media. As a minimum, print‐
ed copies should go to at least the county clerk, local li‐
braries and other forums for public distribu on. Compact
disks may be used for addi onal distribu on. Consider
using a press release. There is also a statutory require‐
ment that a copy is to go to the State Archivist. Check
with your county clerk as to who may be taking care of
this.
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9. Arrange for the report to be posted on your grand jury
website.
10. Include each individual final report in your consoli‐
dated end‐of‐term report, which can be published at the
end of your term.

Joint Powers Agencies List Now Available
By Jerry Lewi

Any of you who have heard us train in Local Government
will remember the frustra on we have expressed about
the apparent inability to obtain a list of Joint Powers
Agencies (JPA) in any county. Well, fear no longer.
Thanks to some very coopera ve analysts in the State
Controller’s Oﬃce, we now have a list of 1,406 JPAs listed
by county posted on our website. It can be accessed on
the CA Links page under Jurors, or as a separate menu
item under Training. The direct link is h p://cgja.org/
joint‐powers‐agencies
We are grateful to Kammi Foote, County Clerk of Inyo
County for the p of how to reach the state department
responsible for this informa on. Kammi has a ended
the last two training sessions for the Inyo/Mono County
jurors and heard our comments. We learned that JPAs
are required to file no ce of their forma on to the Secre‐
tary of State who in turn is required to forward the infor‐
ma on to the State Controller’s Oﬃce. That oﬃce’s re‐
sponsible department is the RDA/Special District Re‐
por ng sec on. It was gra fying to note that both these
agencies do follow the law. But it has been made clear
that not all JPAs do, so the list may not be complete. The
only county without any par cipa on in a JPA is Alpine.
Thanks also to Judi Lazenby who tracked down some JPAs
we knew about to help us refine the list.
Instruc ons and a disclaimer about the list are on the
web page cited above. We would like to hear any feed‐
back and experiences from jurors using this informa on.

Editor Note: I just learned at press me that long‐ me
member Bob Headland of San Diego passed away re‐
cently. Bob is probably the first CGJA member I met,
when I a ended my first annual conference as a juror in
1998. Bob chaired that conference. Bob made enor‐
mous contribu ons to the associa on over his many
years of service. We will provide more informa on in
the next issue.

V o l .
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exceed total cost of $1,000. Charged the Trautman
Fund $325 for educa onal purposes and increased
the PRC budget for Grand Jury System Book
prin ng from $300 to $675 ($375 increase). Au‐
thorized the prin ng following review of text for
legal, factual and typographical accuracy.

Board Ac ons By Jim Ragan, Secretary
February 25, 2014
 Ra fied the president's appointment of tellers
for the 2014 Nomina ons‐Elec ons Commi ee:
North region, Alan Wi en (Placer County); Central
region, Jim Murad (Marin); South region, Lynn
Runyan (Kern).
 Approved the pe on from CGJA members residing in Plumas
County to become a Chapter of the CGJA.
 Authorized prin ng of 500 Grand Jury System books at a not‐to‐

March 16, 2014
 Ra fied the president’s appointment of Beckie
Jennings to the CGJA board to fill the vacated
North Region term to its comple on in November
2015. Beckie served two years of the Su er Coun‐
ty Grand Jury, 2010/11 as foreperson.
 Approved the Chapter Forma on Guide created by
the Finance and Membership Rela ons Com‐
mi ee.
On March 26, 2014, the CGJA Board of Directors, by
unanimous wri en consent of all directors, approved
the following revised Mission Statement for the Califor‐
nia Grand Jurors' Associa on: “To promote, preserve,
and support the grand jury system through training,
educa on, and outreach.”

V o l .
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CGJA Officers
President

Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer

Beate Boultinghouse
beateb4@aol.com

Karen Jahr
karen.jahr@sbcglobal.net

Jim Ragan
Jimragan@charter.net

Dianne Hoffman
cgjamailbox@yahoo.com

Mailing Address: 1017 L Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 Phone: 916-471-6500 Email: president@cgja.org
Grand Juror Organizations By County
Bu e County Chapter
Contra Costa County Chapter
El Dorado County *
Fresno County Chapter

Ken Fleming, President
Lloyd Bell , President
Deb Haas, President
Gary Greenberg, President

kenplan@pacbell.net
lloydbell@comcast.net
debdon515@a .net
g_greenberg@a .net

Glenn County Chapter

Cynthia Hunt, President

clhunt0@gmail.com

Humboldt County Chapter
Kern County Chapter

Louise Jacobson, President
Lynn Runyan, President

xlj5535@yahoo.com
runyanly@yahoo.com

Los Angeles County Chapter
Madera County Chapter

Bill Selditz, President
Leanne Thomson, President

whseld@aol.com
leannethomson@ymail.com

Marin County Chapter

Michael Chernock, President

michael@chenockassociates.com

Napa County Chapter
Orange County*

Diane Dame’ Shepp, President napacgja@gmail.com
John Moohr, President

jmoohr@verizon.net

Placer County Chapter

Al Wi en, President

info@PCGJA.org

Plumas County Chapter
Sacramento County Chapter

Mark Murray, President
Joseph Maloney, President

slpdhd@yahoo.com
joepm@pacbell.net

San Bernardino County

Burrel Woodring, President

burrelw@aol.com

San Diego County*

Mike Hall, President

hallmikep@gmail.com

San Francisco County Chapter

Linda Clardy, President
Gary L. Spaugh, President

clardysfcgj@gmail.com
gspaugh2@gmail.com

San Joaquin County Chapter

San Luis Obispo County Chapter Mimi Kalland, President

mkalland@charter.net

San Mateo County Chapter

Barbara Arie a, President

barie a@hotmail.com

Santa Cruz County Chapter

Erik Zinn, President

enzinn@gmail.com

Shasta County Chapter

David Plowman, President

dsplowman@yahoo.com

Solano County Chapter

Judy Calpo , President

judyagogo@peoplepc.com

Sonoma County Chapter

Richard Klein, President

kleinmain@gmail.com

Stanislaus County Chapter

Carmen Morad, President

carmenmorad@yahoo.com

Su er County Chapter

Beckie Jennings, President

beckie.jennings@gmail.com

Tulare County Chapter

Gene Russ, President

resiruss@aol.com

Yolo County Chapter
Yuba County Chapter

Barbara Sommer, President
Mike Boom, President

basommer@ucdavis.edu
mike@boomfamily.net

Finance
John Monaco

Training
Marsha Caranci

Karen Jahr, Shasta
karen.jahr@sbcglobal.net
Beckie Jennings, Su er
beckie.jennings@gmail.com
John Monaco, Placer
john.monaco@TheRocklinGroup.com

Central
Beate Boul nghouse,
San Francisco
beateb4@aol.com
Karin Hern, Marin
karinhern2322@comcast.net
Dan Mufson, Napa
dan@apotherx.com
Diane Dame’ Shepp, Napa
napacgja@gmail.com

South

Dianne Hoﬀman, Orange
cgjamailbox@yahoo.com
Audrey Lynberg, Los Angeles
allm@charter.net

Membership Rela ons
Beate Boul nghouse
Legal & Legisla ve Resources
Karen Jahr

Marsha Caranci, Shasta
caranci@aol.com

medsiebolin@gmail.com

Standing Committee Chairs
Awards
Be y J. Ma ea

North

Medsie Bolin, Fresno

*Independent Past Grand Jurors' Associa on

Annual Conference
Chair: Diane Dame’ Shepp

CGJA Directors

Public Rela ons
Jim Ragan

Jim Ragan, San Luis Obispo
Jimragan@charter.net
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Format for submitting
letters and articles to the
Grand Jurors' Journal
Articles submitted by e‐mail
should be saved in Rich Text For‐
mat (.rtf) and transmitted as an
attachment to Jerry Lewi,
editor@cgja.org
See more detailed
instruc ons on our website,
h p://cgja.org/submit‐ar cle
Limit Letters to the Editor
to 200 words.
Limit opinion articles by
readers, experts, and issues
advocates to 600 words.
We are especially interested in
articles on Grand Jury issues or
solutions to improving public
education of the grand jury
system in California
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