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President’s Message

By Keath North

As I write this message, dozens of our finest volunteers are
providing a service to almost 1,000 newly‐sworn county grand
jurors in some 23 venues statewide. We all owe a debt of gra ‐
tude to our Training Commi ee members and their all‐important
support volunteers who make CGJA’s training so successful. They
conduct intensive training to over 90% of all new grand jurors in
California. Many miles are traveled and many volunteer hours
are expended in this extremely important work. I can’t thank you
enough. Your success makes it easy for me to promote CGJA.
The Introductory Membership Program, now in its 3rd year, con nues to pay huge dividends
by helping revitalize our exis ng chapters as well as making it possible to organize new
chapters. Thanks to the work of the Membership Rela ons Commi ee, we have grown to
23 chapters with another handful in various stages of forma on. I look forward to the day
when we have a chapter in all 58 coun es!
I can’t thank our Public Rela ons Commi ee and the Legal & Legisla ve Resources Com‐
mi ee enough for the incredible growth this past year in assis ng our county grand jurors.
We are experiencing a marked increase of interac on with grand jurors due to the re‐
sources both commi ees oﬀer through our new website, www.cgja.org.
The prepara ons for another fantas c Annual Conference this fall are proceeding very well.
The Awards Commi ee has been busy making plans to recognize individuals, juries and me‐
dia for extraordinary contribu ons. This year’s AC at the Napa Embassy Suites on November
15th & 16th, will be an eﬀort of several chapters in the Central Region of CGJA. Make your
reserva ons before October 24th to take advantage of an incredible rate of $119, which in‐
cludes a full breakfast and a cocktail hour. Consider making this a mini‐vaca on trip to Cali‐
fornia’s beau ful wine country.
Be sure to vote in the upcoming Board elec on too. This year, we have compe on in all
three regions; results will be announced at the Annual Conference. Oﬃcer elec ons will
take place at a mee ng of the newly‐formed Board.
Finally, I wish to express my personal gra tude to our Board members, commi ee mem‐
bers, and all the volunteers statewide who give of their me and exper se to help preserve
and protect this great ins tu on. I’ve es mated that we commit almost 10,000 hours serv‐
ing in the various programs, mee ngs, and other outreach eﬀorts each year.
Without your eﬀorts, the progress we’ve realized this past year could not have happened.
We have much to do to increase public awareness of this great system; of its poten al as a
populist voice in local government; and of the opportunity to serve as a grand juror.
Continued page 2
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Meet
Butte County
Chapter President,
John Welton
I served
on the
Butte
County
Grand
Jury in
2008/09
and was
Foreperson for the 2009/10
jury.
I am a retired Civil Engineer
specializing in water resources. After graduating
from Michigan State University, I started my career with
the US Bureau of Reclamation in Sacramento. I worked
on many California water
projects, including the California Aqueduct and Tehama
- Colusa Canal. Later, I was
recruited by a private company to design and build the
250,000 acre Dez Irrigation
Project in Iran. I was there
for six years. Then I was
hired by Bechtel to work on
water resource projects
around the world, Algeria,
Bolivia, Thailand, South
Korea, and many more countries.
I was pleased to serve on
the Grand Jury in order to
observe local government
agencies. I was generally
pleased by the caliber of
work that they performed.
There were a few exceptions.
After finishing my term as
Foreperson, we decided to
investigate the possibility of
starting a Butte County
Chapter of the CGJA. We
formed one last August. We
know have members from 5
Butte County Grand Juries.
We recently provided a Power Point presentation to the
2012/13 potential jurors,
which was well received. We
are exploring with the Court
other potential activities.
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Continued from page 1

Together we strive to achieve our stated Mission ‐ “to promote government accountabil‐
ity by improving the training and resources available to California’s 58 regular grand ju‐
ries, and educa ng the public about the substan al local government oversight and re‐
por ng powers these grand juries have.”
Thank you all, for all you do. It’s important work

Letter to CGJA President Keath North
President’s note: I’m happy to report that the grand juror mentioned in my last message has accepted my apology and more - much more. It thrills me to know that we have people like him, and many
hundreds like him, volunteering to serve as grand jurors. There is no greater service to our fellow
citizens than being part of a county grand jury. I had the pleasure of meeting him last week at the
regional training in Redding. Let me share with you some of what he wrote:

Keath,
Today (June 7, 2012) was the last scheduled mee ng of the Siskiyou County Grand Ju‐
ry. It was also the last day of the first year of my second tour as a member of that pan‐
el. For me, what started as a year of excitement at the possibility of once again contrib‐
u ng to helping our community, was ending in a year of frustra on at pu ng so much
eﬀort into something that had so li le results.
I had decided that I would not exercise my op on to return for a second year, despite
the fact that, once again, this county would probably NOT be able to fill the panel of 19
jurors. I a ended the mee ng, turned in my manual, badge and oﬃce key. I was fin‐
ished with trying to make a diﬀerence in a county that is, at best, complying with the
State Cons tu on need to empanel a Grand Jury while providing the the very least of
assistance.
That was not a good feeling for me and I have not experienced a very good emo onal
day.
And then..........I received the CGJA Journal from Bonnie. Of course I read the President's
message and to say that I was impressed would be pu ng it mildly. THANK YOU for
helping me to realize that it is not all about me and it is not all about any single member
of any single Grand Jury panel in this state. Thank you for helping me to remember
that NOT par cipa ng and NOT contribu ng is NOT the way to help create change.
Thank you for reminding me that "IF, all you can IS all you can do...............then All you
can do is ENOUGH."
I am going to spend the weekend rethinking my Grand Jury decision and, on Monday, if I
s ll feel this way and, IF the op on is s ll open to me, then I will ask to be allowed to
return for the 2012‐2013 panel. If that happened, then I will be looking forward to, once
again, a ending the CGJA training session in Redding in July and, also, about becoming a
paying member of CGJA.
Of course, that would also mean that I would be cas ng a CGJA ballot in upcoming elec‐
ons. Thanks for rekindling my interest and thanks for a great presiden al message.
Bill Levis, Yreka (Siskiyou County)
President’s added note: I’m happy to report that the gentleman has been selected to serve again,
on his 2012-13 county grand jury.
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Committee Reports
Angelo Rolando
Memorial Award
It’s not too late!
The Commi ee is receiving
nomina ons un l August 31st.
A nominee should have sub‐
stan ve par cipa on at both
the state and county level, be a
current member of CGJA and
have demonstrated leadership
skills.
A nomina on form is available
on our website. If you have any
ques ons about the nomina on
process.
contact Joann Landi
650‐365‐4184
or
Joannelandi@aol.com

Membership Relations
Committee
Dan Mufson, Chair

Between January and the end of
June we have added 32 new vo ng
members. Our membership gener‐
ally gets the biggest boost in July
and August as jurors join as their
term ends. We are pleased to wel‐
come our new members whose
names are listed nearby.
We recently had the occasion to
speak to Clarence Nickel, our only
vo ng member in Imperial County,
and discovered that he is a Charter
Member of the CGJA and has du ‐
fully paid his dues for 30 years. That
got us to wondering who else of
that original group was s ll a mem‐
ber. So far, we’ve found three of

them: Mike Miller (San Mateo), Pat
Yoemans (Los Angeles) and Clar‐
ence. Pat was the first President of
the CGJA and along with Mike
a ends most every Annual Confer‐
ence. If you know of others, please
let us know.
Throughout the year the MRC com‐
municates with our Introductory
Members encouraging them to join
the CGJA as vo ng members and
their local chapter as they complete
their term of service—or to start a
chapter if none exists. It’s not sur‐
prising that we get li le feedback on
this un l a magic moment in June
when those reports are finally at the
printers and the light of freedom
beckons. It is then that we spring
into ac on with phone calls to IMs
and forepersons around the state
extolling the virtues of such mem‐
bership. We’ve spoken to jurors in
25 coun es and have at least 6 who
have expressed an interest in
star ng a chapter. Becky Jennings
(Su er) decided it was me to do so
and in a period of several weeks
called upon past and present jurors,
met with Mike Boom (Yuba) and
talked to Court and other advisors
to discuss the concept. On July 24
their applica on was approved mak‐
ing the Su er County Chapter our
24th chapter and the eighth in our
growing Northern region!
Regional mee ngs are an enjoyable,
produc ve way to meet peers and
discuss best prac ces for chapter
programs. The next Bay Area Re‐

gional will be on August 25 in Marin
while the Bu e County Chapter is
hos ng the Sacramento Valley Re‐
gional mee ng in Chico on Septem‐
ber 17th. Stay tuned for details on
the San Joaquin Valley Regional.
For the past few years at our CGJA
Annual Conferences we have
squeezed in a really early morning
mee ng of chapter/associa on
oﬃcers. Since I’m more lucid, and
more fun, at dinner than at pre‐
breakfast, we’re going to hold an
open dinner [mee ng] following the
Happy Hour the evening before the
AC on Wednesday November 14.
Doesn’t that sound be er already?

CGJA
Lifetime Members
Ivor Thomas Bu e
Mary Ann Sheridan Contra Costa
John Mainland Kern
Jaclyn Tilley Hill Los Angeles
Catherine McKown Marin
Roger Loper Monterey
Walter Hofmann M.D. San Diego

To the new
Sutter
County
Chapter of
CGJA
Led by
President
Becky
Jennings
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CGJA
New Voting Members 2012
January
Laurie Grice ‐ San Benito
Viola Sadler ‐ Orange
February
Fernando Elizondo ‐ Monterey
Kent Fogleman ‐ San Bernardino
March
Ron Brooks ‐ San Bernardino
Ron Fletcher ‐ San Bernardino
Ellen Miller ‐ San Bernardino
Davis Todhunter ‐ Contra Costa
Elias Valdez ‐ San Bernardino
April
William Brown II ‐ San Bernardino
Thomas Hansen ‐ Solano
May
Lloyd Bell ‐ Contra Costa
Mike Boom ‐ Yuba
Timothy C. Burket ‐ Yuba
Ralph Capone ‐ Madera
William Cinquini ‐ Napa
Gayle Diemond ‐ Yuba
Paramjit Hansra‐ Yuba
Kimberly Hawthorne ‐ Yuba
Gerald Hollands ‐ Yuba
John Hollis ‐ Yuba
Rebecca Jennings ‐ Su er
Jane Naify ‐ Sacramento
Michael Smalley ‐ Yuba
Martha Wi ‐ Yuba
June
Irene Andrews – Yuba
Margaret Ansel – Glenn
Daniel Hatcher – Madera
Richard Lyon – Contra Costa
Sanova Siu‐ Siskiyou
Lyn Johnson – Santa Clara
Jay Whitney – Ventura
James Murad – Marin
Michael Chernock – Marin
Leon Teague ‐ Merced
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Training Committee

By Marsha Caranci, Chair

I am sharing with you a le er I received recently from an out‐going Foreperson
at the end of her term. These words serve as an expression of what many of
us felt a er serving on a grand jury, and also as inspira on for those of us who
con nue to give of our me and ourselves to the ongoing eﬀort of training and
suppor ng grand juries throughout the state.
Hi Marsha,
Tonight is my last night on the 2011‐2012 Tehama Grand Jury. It is with mixed
emo ons that I look forward to this. Of course, there is a feeling of Yes! I am
finished; I get my life back, whoo hoo! But there is also a feeling of sadness.
A er spending a whole year with 18 strangers, we have become a bit like a
family. We all shared these GJ experiences and no one else in the en re world
is privy to what we have done and shared. So we have a bond, one that will
last forever. When we see each other in public and nod and say Hello, wheth‐
er we do or say anything more than that, there will be an underlying sense of
connec on, that that person was part of our life in a unique and special way.
There is also a sense of sadness in that I just was feeling like I knew what I was
doing!! Now I am walking away from it. How I wish I could have known at the
beginning what I know now! We would have been so much more eﬀec ve in
all ways! But I recognize that part the essence of the Grand Jury, with each
Grand Jury having to find their own way is what makes each Grand Jury expe‐
rience open, fresh and unique.
In July 2011, the Grand Jury year stretched ahead as an unbelievably long
commitment. One of my Grand Jurors summarized her reac on, upon selec‐
on, as "A whole year??? A whole year??" It seemed like forever. But in April
and May, when heavily involved in report wri ng, I was wishing we had more
me and could not believe "a whole year??" had passed so quickly!!
You could not have convinced me in July 2011 that I would be saying what I
am going to say, but it is true: It has been a very rewarding experience to
serve on the Grand Jury for Tehama County and I am proud to have done so,
to have done not only my civil duty but to have contributed, in some small
way, to the good of my community. I feel more connected to it and those
folks who serve our county through the
various agencies, districts and commissions. Over all, it has been a very good
experience that I will look back on fondly. It is part of my legacy!!
I wanted to give you a special thank you for your ongoing support this past
year. You were a Godsend for me. Not only are you a wealth of GJ infor‐
ma on, and you have excellent resources which you freely shared, but you
also extended to me, whether you knew this or not, a calmness, a convincing
that we would prevail, we would carry out our du es, we would get through
our year, and that there were folks out there to help us. I guess it is best to
say you believed in our Grand Jury and in my ability to lead the GJ through our
year. Thank you for all of this!!!
Wishing you the best and happy fishing,
Terri Winstead
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Schedule (Preliminary)
Wednesday, November 14th
4:00 – 6:00 pm

Early Registration

Lobby

5:30 pm

Embassy Suites
Comp. Happy Hour

Atrium

6:15 pm

Chapter Presidents’
No Host Dinner

Ring’s at Embassy
Suites

Thursday, November 15th
6:30 – 9:30 am

Embassy Suites
Comp. Breakfast

Atrium

7:30 am – 7:00 pm

Registration, Silent
Auction

Fountain Court

9:00 am

Conference begins

Chardonnay

9:15 am

Keynote Speaker

10:00 am

Coffee Break

10:30 am

Teller’s Report &
Swearing in New Directors

11:00 am

Overcoming Adversity: AB622

Wm Trautman, Chair

Chaired by Karen Jahr, a CGJA Director and former Shasta County
Counsel, a panel of grand jury advisors from throughout the State –
four County Counsels or Assistants and a Chief Deputy District Attorney – will discuss their roles with their respective grand juries, what
they look for in pre-release review of final reports, and how they deal
with conflicts of interest.

12:00 noon

Lunch

Fountain Court

1:30 pm

The Role of Grand
Jury Legal Advisors

Karen Jahr, Panel
Chair

3:00 pm

Coffee Break

3:15 pm

Media and Grand Jury
Investigations

Seasoned CGJA trainer, Ron Miguel, will follow with a panel composed of two investigative reporters from California Watch, a representative of The Little Hoover Commission, a DA Investigator and two
CGJA trainers in Investigations. The panel will discuss how they each
do their investigations, what the problems they confront and whether
there are any lessons to be learned from each other.

4:30-5:00 pm

Open Forum

5:30 pm

Embassy Suites
Comp. Happy Hour

Atrium

6:00 pm

CGJA Reception

Fountain Court

7:15 pm

Dinner (reservation
required)

Chardonnay

We will also have a follow-up on how the 58 Grand Juries fared in
dealing with AB 622 and a report of adversities in other counties.
CGJA Vice President, Dan Mufson, has organized a group of chapter
officers to discuss “Chapter Dynamics, exploring the changing issues
and expectations as a chapter “ages.” This panel will showcase the
importance to the CGJA of the growing number of active chapters
and associations. Finally, Beate will chair the “Reaching Beyond”
panel which will address the role of the CGJA in assisting the Courts,
educating the public and partnering with other organizations to advance the mission of the CGJA.

9:15 pm

Silent Auction ends

Fountain Court

The Program Committee is led by co-chairs Beate Boultinghouse,
President of the San Francisco Chapter, and Bill Trautman, last
year’s Program Chair from Napa. Other members of the Committee
are Ellen Gallagher (Napa), Fred Giarrusso (Napa), Gary Greenberg
(Fresno), Karin Hern (Marin), Dan Mufson, (Napa) and the Conference Chair, Diane Dame’ Shepp, also of Napa.

The 2012 CGJA Annual Conference will be held once again in the
beautiful Napa Valley. This will be another “don’t miss” event. The
Program Committee is developing an interesting and exciting program reflecting the CGJA’s efforts to reach out beyond its traditional
role.

So if you want some excellent wine, good company and a stimulating
program, “y’all come” to the 2012 Annual Conference on November
15th and 16th at the Embassy Suites Hotel. Sign up now!

Ron Miguel, Panel
Chair

Friday, November 16th
6:30 – 9:30 am

Embassy Suites
Comp. Breakfast

Atrium

7:30-9:00 am

Registration

Fountain Court

8:30 am

State of the CGJA

Keath North, President

9:00 am

Awards Presentation

9:30 am

Chapter Dynamics,
Stage of Growth

10:45 am

Coffee Break

11:00 am

Reaching Beyond the
CGJA-Education, PR,
Websites….

12:00 noon

Open forum

12:30 pm

Meeting Summary &
Close, Evaluations

1:00 pm

Conference Adjourned

Dan Mufson, Panel
Chair
Beate Boultinghouse,
Panel Chair
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California Grand Jurors’ Association 31th Annual Statewide Conference
EMERGING BEYOND
November 15 & 16, 2012
CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM
Embassy Suites Napa Valley, 1075 California Blvd, Napa, CA 94559
“GJA” – Group/Convention Code
Name: ____________________________________ Guest(s):_______________________________________________
Address: _________________________________City:___________________________ST:_____ ZIP: ______________
County: _______________________ Phone: ____ _______________ Email: ____________________________________
Affiliation: (circle all that apply) CGJA Member
Association Member
REGISTRATION:

Sitting Grand Juror

CGJA Associate Member

Introductory Member

Court Representative

Chapter Member

Other-Specify: ______________________

Conference Attendance
$121.00*
*Included in Registration: Lunch on Nov 15, special wine reception
**please note: full breakfast each day included with hotel reservation
Total per person

$121.00 x _________

=

$____________

Guest Lunch

$ 56.00 x _________

=

$____________

DINNER on November 15, 2012 (inc: complimentary wine at table)

$ 61.00 x __________ =

$ ____________

Dinner Choices: Herb Garlic Roasted Prime Rib au Jus #________
Northwest Potlach Salmon with Pinot Grigio Sauce #_______
Risotto with Gorgonzola Cheese, Forest Mushrooms & Green Asparagus #________
YES, I want to make an additional tax-deductible donation to help underwrite
conference costs*** in the amount of: ……………………………………………………………..
***will be listed in conference program if received by October 17, 2012
TOTAL PAYMENT (excluding hotel room, which attendees book directly with hotel)
Deadline to Register for Conference: November 9, 2012

=

$ ___________
$ ____________

____ Check enclosed payable to CGJA
____ VISA/MasterCard: ________ ________ ________ _________ CVV: ______ Exp Date: _____ _______
Circle one

16 digits

3 digits

mo/year

Name on card: __________________________________________________________
Billing Address (If different from address on card):__________________________________________________
Signature: ___________________________________________________________ Date: _______________

Mail completed form with payment to:
5645 Dartford Way, San Diego, CA 92120

Bonnie Kenk, Registration Chair
619-287-3449
parroted@cox.net

Information:
Diane Dame´Shepp, Conference Chair,
P.O. Box 2496, Yountville, CA 94599 707-251-9826
napacgja@gmail.net
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By Jerry Lewi

Last issue, instead of our usual Ask the Trainer ar cle, we turned the tables and asked a series of ques ons to
those jurors just comple ng their term of service and who had taken our training. We received several very
though ul replies almost instantly. Here are few of the responses.
1. What do you wish you had known when you started your year of service that you know now?
I would have liked a be er understanding of county departments, poli cs, etc.
I wish I had known of the need to a end other commi ee mee ngs aside from the ones of which I
was a member.
The demanding me commitment required to do inves ga ons that can have a meaningful impact
 A clear understanding of the role and perspec ve of county counsel review comments on GJ reports
While the required me commitment should have made me realize that the members would likely
be re rees, I was somewhat disappointed that there were not any younger adults or re red younger
veterans on the grand jury.
2. What is one piece of advice you would like to share with those jurors following you in July, 2012?
Expedite cases as soon as you get them. Start wri ng reports even before interviews have been con‐
cluded. Early cases could be finished as early as November or December. Do not procras nate.
Research, research. Don't be unprepared.
Trust the editorial commi ee to improve the accuracy and readability of your report.
From day one, organize your material. Keep a separate file folder for each complaint that you inves‐
gate.
Keep an open mind. Each juror has something to contribute. You may not no ce at first, but each
gi comes through.
If the work load share appears to be too much, seriously consider resigning & providing the oppor‐
tunity for an alternate willing & able to carry forth.
3. What is the most valuable thing you learned during your year of service?
That most witnesses and many complainants lie or stretch their answers to lead the jury in the direc‐
on they want.
I learned about our county and how it works, or how it does not work.
That ci zens with highly divergent poli cal views are capable of pu ng ideology on hold while work‐
ing TOGETHER to improve their County.
Verify, Verify, Verify, TRIANGULATE!
4. Which of the sec ons of the CGJA training were the most valuable?
They were all essen al for the wonderful training you provided us; the report wri ng workshop
Report wri ng
 Grand jury inves ga ons, including the "Commi ee Review Checklist for Proposed Inves ga on"
Importance of confiden ality, independence & jurorship
Informa on resources
5. Which sec ons need improvement and how?
More me is needed in training to carry the Issues to the Findings and Recommenda ons through
the Conclusion. It must be stressed how important it is to e all these together. Continued on page 8
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Continued from page 7

The overall problems are:

i. lack of specified learning objec ves for each session
ii. lack of evalua on tools to assess whether learning is being achieved
iii. the tendency of most workshops to be in "presenta on mode" and not respec ul of par ci‐
pants' varied learning styles.
All of the workshops are excellent. I highly recommend a workshop on organiza on of materials; it
need not be lengthy, but should be emphasized.
Editorial func on in the report wri ng process
Likely cri cal areas of poten al conflict between roles of juror & counsel dealing with report format
and content, including conflict resolu on and best prac ces
Thanks to all who provided these insigh ul comments. We have shared these comments with our training
staﬀ and have actually taken some into account this year.
If you are a recent juror, you may s ll submit your comments by going to our website and under CGJA Train‐
ing, click on Training Survey.

CHAPTERS OF THE CALIFORNIA GRAND JURORS’ ASSOCIATION

Butte County
Chapter
By John Welton Chapter President

The Bu e County CGJA Chapter
will be hos ng a Regional Confer‐
ence on September 17th in Chico
(loca on not yet determined).
The conference will commence
at 10 am and will finish at about
3 pm.
All CGJA chapters are invited to
a end. We propose to have two
topics: Con nuity of Agency
Responses and how to Establish a
Rela onship with the Court.
Even if you cannot a end we
would appreciate all comments
on both topics. Please send your
comments to:
Johnewelton@a .com.

San Luis Obispo Grand Jury’s Report
Gets Attention that Could Have Impact
Throughout the State
By Jim Ragan, Chapter President

Some mes, a grand jury report targe ng a func on in a county s mu‐
lates unexpected ac on in a broader arena. This was the case with the
2011‐12 San Luis Obispo County Grand Jury report on law enforcement
agency property and evidence rooms. The grand jury found some
agencies in compliance with their own policies; others were not.
Following the report’s release, the 2012‐13 foreperson (a holdover
from the 2011‐12 Grand Jury) received a call from a top manager at the
California Commission on Peace Oﬃcers Standards and Training
(POST). Impressed with the report, the manager told the foreperson
that he was surprised that the grand jury chose to inspect evidence and
property storage, because, to his knowledge, no grand jury had ever
undertaken such a task to this extent. Law enforcement evidence, to
him, is one of the least reviewed areas in law enforcement, yet is one
that can cause more problems than almost any other.
Here is what this manager at POST plans to do with the grand jury’s
recommenda ons: assign a full‐ me consultant to recommend revi‐
sions to POST evidence guidelines, implement a new training program
for evidence and property technicians, and make the training available
throughout the state.

V o l .

A Force to be
Reckoned With
By: Beate Boultinghouse,
President, San Francisco Chapter

“Thank you and your wonderful
organiza on for your tremen‐
dous eﬀorts. I can imagine what
a shambles our Civil GJ would be
without your recruitment, selec‐
on assistance, training, and lob‐
bying. I’m certain this will be an‐
other successful year.” Superior
Court Judge Charlo e Woolard,
San Francisco, July 10, 2012
The San Francisco Chapter of the
CGJA held its annual mee ng on
July 10, 2012 star ng with a half
hour of socializing among all the
guests, members and the juries
over hors d’eouvres and wine.
Then we got down to business.
Seventy people were in a end‐
ance including CGJA President
Keath North, Karin Hern of Marin
and Barbara Arie a of San
Mateo. Members of the court
included Judge Woolard, Chair of
the Judges Commi ee. In addi‐
on to these special guests and
members of our chapter, all
members of the 2011‐2012 out‐
going jury were invited and were
applauded for their hard work in
the past year. The 2012‐2013
newly sworn jurors were wel‐
comed into the Grand Jury Com‐
munity. They had smiles on their
faces with eager an cipa on of
what the next year will hold for
them. One remarked that they
are represen ng the ci zens of
San Francisco for the next year
and it is incumbent upon them
to do a great job. What a won‐

1 3

N o .

4

C G J A

J o u r n a l

derfully responsible a tude!
Judge Charlo e Woolard, the
Chair of the Judges Commi ee
with whom the chapter has de‐
veloped an excellent rela onship,
commented on how gra fying it
has been to work with our chap‐
ter. See quote at beginning of
this ar cle.
So what are some of the things
that the San Francisco Chapter of
the CGJA has done to garner such
accolades from a representa ve
of the Superior Court?
Leslie Koelsch headed the com‐
mi ee which wrote and pub‐
lished the 3rd volume of the San
Francisco Civil Grand Jury Ga‐
ze e. The San Francisco Examin‐
er printed and distributed
135,000 copies in late January
2012.
Karen Cancino spearheaded the
eﬀorts to distribute an addi onal
10,000 copies to libraries, recrea‐
on centers, and Clear Channel
news boxes around the city.
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Ken Maley did an excellent job of
ge ng the word out about the
grand jury through ar cles in var‐
ious newspapers and neighbor‐
hood publica ons. He worked
with the PBS sta on KQED to
have pos ngs about applying to
be a juror on their Facebook
page and Twi er. The November
2012 voters’ pamphlet will have
a page devoted to the grand jury,
including how to apply to be a
juror. A public service announce‐
ment was created starring for‐
mer jurors and explaining the
merits of being a grand juror
h p://www.sfcourts.org/
index.aspx?page=212
Shirley Hansen coordinated
speaking engagements at various
organiza ons. We also did a
presenta on of one of the more
significant CGJ reports from 2010
‐2011 to the Chamber of Com‐
merce with suppor ng infor‐
ma on about the grand jury.
The interview commi ee under
Beate Boul nghouse’s direc on
Continued on page 10

Bay Area Regional Conference
Presented by

California Grand Jurors’ Association CGJA
Membership Relations Committee MRC

*Contra Costa *Marin *San Francisco *San Mateo *Solano *Sonoma
Grand Jurors from other Chapters or Counties
are encouraged to register and attend

Saturday August 25, celebrating our second anniversary
The Club at McGinnis Park, 350 Smith Ranch Road, San Rafael, CA
9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Please email hornet5@pacbell.net if you with to attend
Registration $25.00 per person; includes lunch
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developed a more focused set of
ques ons to ferret out the
strengths of applicants in com‐
mitment, wri ng, interviewing,
and research skills as well as their
ability to work as a member of a
team. Ra ngs were assigned and
a matrix developed to rank each
of the 109 applicants individually
interviewed by our team. The
results were shared with the
Court to aid in its selec on of the
2012‐2013 grand jury.
Julia Hansen and Marilyn Neben‐
zahl did a bang up job of intro‐
ducing the newly selected jurors
to the San Francisco government
structure, the Penal Code, an
overview of ge ng started, and
some team building ac vi es.
As the president of the San Fran‐
cisco chapter, I am quite proud of
my team, the commi ee chairs
and those that worked with
them, for all they accomplished
this past year. It took a couple
years to get to this point, but
their hard work has paid oﬀ. Be‐
lieve it or not, they have some
more ideas as to how to improve
upon an already excellent body
of work. Stay tuned!

Grand Jury Reports
By Jerry Lewi, Trainer

During my training assignments (still going on as of this
writing), I have seen two reports that are worthy of mention as matters of general interest.
The first is by the Madera
County 2011-2012 Grand Jury
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and is a report on evaluation
the responses to reports of
the prior jury as well as of that
jury since the 2011-2012 jury
did issue reports early enough
in its term to see the responses. See
www.maderagrandjury.org/
reports.html, and then go to
2011-2012 reports, then Evaluation of Responses to Final
Report. The Madera Grand
Jury has devised a way to evaluate the quality of the responses. You might notice a
comment that “Only the
Madera County Board of Supervisors declined to reply to
the Grand Jury’s requests.”
We have been assured that
the Board is now in full compliance.
The second, by the 20112012 Santa Barbara Grand
Jury, is about the Redevelop-

1 0

ment Agency successor agencies. It provides a very thorough discussion of how the redevelopment agencies were
terminated and how their assets and obligations are being
resolved through the RDA Successor Agencies. The responses from the seven agencies in
Santa Barbara County are included. Please go to:
www.sbcgj.org/ , and then go
to 2011-2012 reports, then
Requiem for Redevelopment.

Board Actions
By Joann Landi

Summary of 6/26/12
Re‐approved funding request for
Public Service Announcement
Established fee for membership
list

California Grand Jurors' Association
Humboldt County Chapter
Don't miss CGJA's 1st Northern Regional Mixer
August 18, 2012 8am to 4pm
The Eureka Elks Lodge
445 Herrick Avenue, Eureka, CA
This is your chance to share information about our grand jury system; its
successes, its challenges, its shortcomings, its potential
Learn best practices from other former and current grand jurors in your
area of the state.
Help Us Help You - Be an Agent of Change!
The event is FREE thanks to the Eureka Elks Lodge
445 Herrick Avenue, Eureka, CA 95503
*NOTE: Special discounted room rates are available for this CGJA Regional Mixer. Please contact Keath North directly for
information before making YOUR reservations - president@cgja.org
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CGJA Officers
President

Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer

Keath North
1017 L Street
Sacramento, CA 95814
916-471-6500
president@cgja.org

Dan Mufson
1877 Atlas Peak Road
Napa, CA 84558
707-255-4030
dan@apotherx.com

Joann Landi
178 South Palomar Drive
Redwood City, CA 94062
650-365-4184
joannelandi@aol.com

Dianne Hoffman
14142 Baker Street
Westminster, CA92683
714-892-5557
cgjamailbox@yahoo.com

Grand Juror’ Organizations By County
Bu e County Chapter

John Welton, President

johnewelton@a .net

Contra Costa County Chapter

Leslie Lea, President

lgroarke@pacbell.net

El Dorado County *

Ryan Donner, President

rdonner@amer‐info.com

Fresno County Chapter

Gary Greenberg , President

g_greenberg@att.net

Glenn County Chapter

Steve Ansel, President

mansel@clearwire.net

Humboldt County Chapter

Diane Lehman, President

sdlehman@wavecable.com

Kern County Chapter

Larry Walker, President

larywalker@gmail.com

Kings County Chapter

Georgia Tierney, President

memageorgia@yahoo.com

Los Angeles County Chapter

John Hackney, President

hackneyassoc@aol.com

Marin County Chapter

Michael Chernock, President

michaelchernockassociates.com

Monterey County Chapter

Ray Wuco, President

carmelwuco@redshi .com

Napa County Chapter

Bill Cinquini, President

bcinquini@sbcglobal.net

Nevada County Chapter

President, to be announced

Orange County*

Cheryl Brothers, President

Cherylbrot@aol.com

Placer County Chapter

John Monaco, President

johngj@wavecable.com

Sacramento County Chapter

Joseph Maloney, President

joepm@pacbell.net

San Benito County Chapter

John Si on, President

si on_john@yahoo.com

San Bernardino County*

Burrel Woodring, President

burrelw@aol.com

San Diego County*

Mike Hall, President

hallmikep@gmail.com

San Francisco County Chapter

Beate Boul nghouse, President beateb4@aol.com
jimragan@charter.net

San Mateo County Chapter

Barbara Arie a, President

barie a2006@yahoo.com

Shasta County Chapter

Ray Frisbie, President

frisaus@hotmail.com

Solano County Chapter

Wanda Kiger‐Tucker, President kigertucker@juno.com

Sonoma County Chapter

Richard Klein, President

kleinmain@gmail.com

Stanislaus County Chapter

Carmen Morad, President

carmenmorad@yahoo.com

Su er County Chapter

Beckie Jennings, President

beckie.jennings@gmail.com

Yuba County Chapter

Mike Boom, President

mike@boomfamily.net

*Independent Past Grand Jurors' Associa on

Membership Rela ons
Dan Mufson
707‐255‐4030

Public Rela ons
Jerry Lewi
805‐532‐1321

Marsha Caranci, Shasta
caranci@aol.com
Karen Jahr, Shasta
Karen.jahr@sbcglobal.net
Keath North, Humboldt
Krn48@aol.com
president@cgja.org
Mac Small, Nevada
fmacsmall@mac.com

Dan Mufson, Napa
dan@apotherx.com
Karin Hern, Marin
karinhern2322@comcast.net
Joann Landi San Mateo
Joannelandi@aol.com
Bill Trautman, Napa
trautman17@sbcglobal.net
South
Dianne Hoﬀman, Orange
cgjamailbox@yahoo.com
Jerry Lewi, Ventura
cgjaprguy@roadrunner.com
Jim Ragan, San Luis Obispo
Jimragan@charter.net

Standing Committee Chairs
Finance
Jim Ragan
805‐927‐2723

North

Central

San Luis Obispo County Chapter Jim Ragan, President

Awards
Be y J. Ma ea
415‐492‐8857

CGJA Directors

Legal & Legisla ve Re‐
sources
Bill Trautman
707‐255‐5570
Training
Marsha Caranci
530‐242‐6554

Larry Walker, Kern
larywalker@gmail.com
Director At Large
Beate Boul nghouse,
San Francisco
beateb4@aol.com
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Grand Jurors’

is
To promote governJerry ment
Lewi , Editor
accountability
by
2275 Fernleaf Court
Thousand
Oaks,
CA
91362
improving the training
and
Stay Connected
resources available to
California’s
58 regular grand juries
and
http://www.fb.com/cgja1
educating the public
about the
substantial local government
http://twitter.com/cgja1
oversight
and
The Mission
of the
California
Grand Jurors’
Association
is
To promote government
accountability by
improving the training
and
resources available to
California’s
58 regular grand juries
and
educating the public about
the substantial local
government oversight
and
reporting powers
these grand juries have

Journal

Format for submitting
letters and articles to the
Grand Jurors' Journal
Articles should be e-mailed to
Jerry Lewi, Editor
editor@cgja.org
Articles submitted by e-mail should
be saved in Rich Text Format and
transmitted as an attachment to the
e-mail message.
Letters to the editor are limited to
200 words. (One hundred words for
“Kudos” thank-you letters).
The Journal will highlight opinion
articles written by readers, experts,
and issues advocates. They may be
500 to 600 words in length.
We are especially interested in articles on Grand Jury issues or solutions to improving public education
of the grand jury system in California.
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