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Editor’s Note:
This issue contains sev‐
eral important an‐
nouncements, several
chapter reports on
Grand Jury Awareness
celebra ons and two
interes ng ar cles
about educa onal out‐
reach ac vi es based
on chapter ini a ves. I
believe this is ample
demonstra on of the
range and breadth of
CGJA’s ac vi es in pro‐
mo ng the California
grand jury system.
But we want to serve
you, the reader, and
have entertained the
idea of publishing Op Ed
ar cles on any per ‐
nent subject. So let us
hear from you with your
comments and
thoughts.

Grand Jurors’

Journal
www.cgja.org

Annual Conference Update

Expanding Our Horizons
November 2‐3, 2015
The CGJA Annual Conference Commi ee and
the Contra Costa Host Commi ee are pleased
to announce that The Honorable Tani G. Can l‐
Sakauye, Chief Jus ce of the California Supreme
Court, will give the keynote address at our
Annual Conference on November 2‐3 at the
Lafaye e Hotel & Spa, Lafaye e, CA. We know
her inspira onal comments will help us expand
our horizons as we con nue to provide support
to the California grand jury system.
Nomina ons for Director Now Open
By Jerry Lewi, Nomina ons‐Elec ons Chair nomina ons@cgja.org

It is me to think about nomina ng someone you think would be an excellent choice as
a CGJA Director. Every year we hold an elec on of one‐half of our 12‐member Board,
two from each region.
It is important that you, as one who might nominate another member or yourself, and
any poten al candidate understand the requirements of those who serve as Directors.
Therefore we include separately the requirements to serve as a Director for a two‐year
term.
As you know from other communica ons this year, the Board of Directors has dedicat‐
ed itself to improving its rela ons with the chapter and membership. This has resulted
in more eﬀort and commitment on the part of individual directors. Nominees must be
willing to embrace this spirit and con nue this important ini a ve on the part of the
Board. But that also means “new blood” is welcome to bring new energy and exper se
to this important work.
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The metable for the elec on is as follows:
Nomina ons are now open and should be submi ed to nomina ons@cgja.org
Nomina ons close (mark this date as this is the only issue of the Journal to provide this
informa on, although it will also be on our website)
May 31
Candidate statement submi ed
June 10
Ballot submi ed to Board
June 23
Con nued on page 2
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter or LinkedIn The links are on the home page
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Membership closes for eligibility to vote (see note below)
Ballot mailed
Ballot returned
Ballots counted and reported to Board and candidates
Results announced at Annual Conference

July 31
August 15
September 15
October 10
November 2

An important note: If you contemplate changing your mailing address by the end of July, please be sure to no fy the
Membership Rela ons Commi ee (membershiprela ons@cgja.org) to be sure you get your ballot on me.
Commi ee members, who may be contacted, are as follows:
North Region
Director/Vice‐chair

Marsha Caranci

caranci@aol.com

Member

Ray Frisbie

frisaus@hotmail.com

Director

Lloyd Bell

lloyd.bell@comcast.net

Member

Nadine Muller

namgrand@earthlink.net

Director/Chair

Jerry Lewi

nominations@cgja.org

Member

Betty Flick

wflick321@comcast.net

Central Region

South Region

CGJA Director Responsibili es

Per the CGJA Bylaws, Ar cle 6, Directors
Section 4. Duties
It shall be the duty of the Directors to:
(a) Perform any and all du es imposed on them collec vely or individually by law, or pursuant to these Bylaws.
(b) Prescribe the du es and fix the compensa on, if any, of all oﬃcers, agents and employees of the Corpora on,
except as otherwise provided in these Bylaws.
(c) Supervise all oﬃcers, agents and employees of the Corpora on to assure that their du es are performed
properly.
(d) Meet at such mes and places as required by these Bylaws.
(e) Register their address, including any electronic address (e.g. E‐Mail or FAX), with the Secretary of the Corpo‐
ra on.
(f) Approve the proposed annual ballot which includes a slate of qualified candidates for Director.
(g) Elect oﬃcers of the Corpora on.

Per the CGJA Policy Manual, §2.000, Board of Directors
2.013 Director Responsibilities
A.

B.
C.
D.

In addi on to those du es outlined in the CGJA Bylaws, Directors shall a end all Board mee ngs except when
excused by the President. Directors must be willing to par cipate in teleconference or face‐to‐face Board
mee ngs at their own expense.
Directors shall read and review all agenda packet items in prepara on for each Board mee ng.
Directors shall a end the CGJA Annual Conference if possible, and shall do so at their own expense.
Each Director shall be ac ve on at least one of the CGJA's commi ees.
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ROBERT GEISS BEST GRAND JURY REPORT AWARD
It is me to submit nomina ons for the CGJA’s Excellence in Repor ng – Best Grand Jury report award. Last year’s win‐
ner was San Francisco for Deja Vu All Over Again, San Francisco's City Technology Needs a Culture Shock. The previous
year’s winner was San Luis Obispo County’s report on their sanita on district.
A single inves ga on or a series of directly related inves ga ons done within the preceding five years are eligible (2009
‐2014 ‐‐ thereby allowing suﬃcient me for responses). The award will be presented at the Annual Conference in No‐
vember.
To jus fy the award, the report needs to compete with other nomina ons on the criteria shown below. The online sub‐
mission process is easy once you have wri en an explana on and collected the documenta on.
See h p://cgja.org/ei.
Report quality ‐‐ legible, documented, succinct, complete, and understandable
Ci zen Impact: Importance or severity of problem
Dura on/persistence of the problem
Diﬃculty of the inves ga on ‐ many agencies, bureaucra c interference (e.g., denials, subpoenas), etc.
Substan ated findings and recommenda ons within the report
Exposure of the report by the media, or response from the public
Documented success of the inves ga on
The deadline for nomina ons is June 30, 2015. One nomina on per county, please.
This nomina on can be combined with that for the Best News Media coverage award – see the related ar cle is this

RECOGNIZE MEDIA SUPPORT FOR THE GRAND JURY
Help us recognize support received from the news media. Make a nomina on for CGJA’s News Media ‐ Excellence in
Repor ng Award. The media award nominee may be either a media outlet (e.g., newspaper or web‐based journal) or
an individual reporter or repor ng team.
Last year, the award went to The Record of Stockton for repor ng on the failure of support for at‐risk youth in San
Joaquin County. The year before, Nancy Pasternak, a reporter for the Appeal Democrat won the award for her series on
the animal control shelter in Su er County. In past years the Sacramento Bee, Oakland Local, San Francisco Chronicle,
Mendocino Beacon/Fort Bragg Advocate News, Napa Valley Register, Tribune of San Luis Obispo, and Marin Independ‐
ent Journal have received awards for their support of the county Grand Jury.
Although you may not think of an outlet to nominate now, you may want to nominate media in the future. Be sure to
keep a file of newspaper clippings along with print or electronic copies of online coverage of Grand Jury reports and
ac vi es (Internet descrip ons disappear over me).
The nomina ng process is done easily online at h p://cgja.org/eir. The main task is to describe and document how the
media outlet or reporter met the following criteria:
Increased familiarity with and understanding of the grand jury system
Increasing public awareness of a specific grand jury inves ga on
Improved public understanding of the issue inves gated
Community awareness of the outcome of a grand jury inves ga on
The deadline for nomina ons is June 30, 2015. One nomina on per county, please. This nomina on can be combined
with that for best grand jury report – see the related ar cle is this issue.
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CGJA Chapter News from Around the State News for You and by You
By Mike Chernock MRC Commi ee Chair and Chapter Presidents/Members

To help create comradery in the
commi ee and to accomplish work
that is diﬃcult to achieve on con‐
ference calls, the MRC held a face‐
to‐face retreat in Bakersfield on
March 27. The main topic was
“How to redesign the MRC” to
meet the needs of our changing
society and our membership. The
mission statement designed and
approved in Bakersfield summarizes 15 plus pages of spe‐
cific ac vi es when it states:
It is the primary mission of the Membership Rela ons
Commi ee of the CGJA to maintain, support and en‐
courage all eﬀorts necessary to keep the California Civil
Grand Jury system healthy and viable. The MRC’s spe‐
cific goals are to recruit and retain members as well as
encourage and support the crea on and con nued
health of county chapters.
The main func ons defined are recrui ng and keeping
members as well as crea ng and suppor ng chapters.
The first supplemental func ons defined were member‐
ship database maintenance and con nued support of
Regional Mee ngs throughout the state.
Needless to say the MRC cannot do this without a strong
cadre of dedicated commi ee members. You will be
hearing much more on specific MRC ac vi es in the near
future but if mee ng great people while personally help‐
ing to strengthen the seated grand jury system and
a ending and suppor ng other chapters while amplifying
the voice of the CGJA sounds like something you would
like to do, then please contact me at mi‐
chael@chernockassociates.com at your earliest conven‐
ience. And if you don’t think you have enough me to
make a full commitment, please ask me about our new
ADJUNCT MEMBERSHIP op on which allows you be in‐
cluded in the process but only requires your direct pres‐
ence for specific projects with limited dura ons.
Contra Costa Chapter By Rich Knowles, President
Contra Costa has been ac ve in planning for the next an‐
nual conference. We have a keynote speaker (see page
1), we have a venue, and we have musical entertainment
for the recep on. We are close to picking a theme and
are working on the other sessions for the conference.
Also, we are about to do the annual pre‐selec on orien‐
ta on that our chapter provides for everyone that has

applied to be on next year’s grand jury. Orienta on lasts
about an hour. The intent of the program is to provide
insights for prospec ve jurors so they don’t drop out in
the first couple of days a er they are selected. Planning
is complete and set for the mid‐April meframe. We will
have three such presenta ons so everyone has a chance
to a end a session.
San Bernardino Chapter Margaret Furman, President
Vice President Margaret Furman of the San Bernardino
Chapter has moved into the role of President on March
23, 2015, following the resigna on of President Kent
Fogleman.
Under Margaret, the chapter will con nue the “meet‐
and‐greet our state legislature” project. This ac vity was
launched in March 24, 2014, with the organiza on of the
chapter under President Burrel Woodring. Chapter mem‐
bers have iden fied 16 state senate districts and 8 as‐
sembly districts serving San Bernardino County. During
Kent's term of oﬃce the chapter iden fied the newly
elected legislators and informed our 11 chapter volun‐
teers.
In addi on to personally mee ng our lawmakers, we are
also dedicated to personally advising them that the pro‐
visions of Penal Code Sec on §939.22, will expire Janu‐
ary 1, 2017, unless another statute is enacted before
that date. We are finding that some legislators are unin‐
formed about the legisla on and its sunset provision.
Marin Chapter
Rich Treadgold, Marin Chapter President, recently had
an ar cle published that demonstrates how a chapter
can record and publicize the eﬀec veness of a grand jury
over the years. Please go to our News blog and look for
the post tled, Marin Voice: Grand Juries Can Make a
Diﬀerence. Type in “Marin” in the Newsblog search box
and that tle will pop up. The complete link is: h p://
cgja.blogspot.com/2015/03/marin‐voice‐civil‐grand‐
juries‐have.html.
Congratula ons to Rich for ge ng this published and to
the Marin Chapter for this outstanding example of Im‐
plementa on Review.

Thomas Bethards Su er
Peter Hiller
Monterey
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PROCLAMATIONS
FROM NAPA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
By Diane Dame’ Shepp, President

March of every year is proclaimed “Grand Jury Aware‐
ness Month”
by the Napa
County Board
of Supervi‐
sors. Mem‐
bers of the
Napa Chapter
and the si ng
grand jury
a end the
Proclama on
presenta on
in support of
the Supervi‐
sor’s recogni‐
on of the
Napa Chapter President Diane Dame’ Shepp presents the
proclamations for 2014 and 2015 to the current Grand Jury
work of the
Foreperson Ross Workman
grand jury.
The event also kicks‐oﬀ the eﬀort to encourage county
ci zens to consider service on the grand jury.
On April 15th, the Napa Chapter will host a spring lunch‐
eon at the Napa Valley Country Club. The Napa County
Superior Court supervising judge, and the presiding
judge and Richard Knowles, President of the Contra Cos‐
ta Chapter will be the guest speakers. All CGJA members
are welcome. For more informa on and reserva ons
please contact: jkmorris1969@gmail.com.
Kern Chapter Celebrates Grand Jury Awareness Week
By Lynn Runyan, Chapter President

The Kern County Grand Jury and the Kern County Chap‐
ter have formed
a very posi ve
connec on with
our local NBC
sta on, KGET
Channel 17.
Over the past
two months
Kern County Grand Jurors and CGJA IMs Earlene Hightower Channel 17 has
& Gary Chaﬃn with Kern Chapter President Lynn Runyan
interviewed the
(center)
Kern County
Grand Jury Foreman 2014‐15 Foreman Mike Ellio and
the Chapter President Lynn Runyan twice: first in January
regarding "What is a Grand Jury?" and again on February
4th regarding 2015‐16 grand jury recruitment and Grand
Jury Awareness. Also included in the discussion was the

Grand Jury Awareness/Recruitment booth open during
the Home Show February 20‐22; some chapter members
helped staﬀ
the table,
answered
ques ons and
passed out
informa on.
On Tuesday,
Feb. 10th, the
Kern County
Board of Su‐
pervisors
Awareness Week program on February 11, 2015, at the Liberty Bell
proclaimed
in front of the Kern County Superior Court Building
February 9‐
13 as Grand Jury Awareness Week. The next day, the an‐
nual Kern County Grand Jury Awareness program was
held at the Liberty Bell in front of the Superior Court
building and Channel 17 was there to record the event, as
well as the Grand Jury Open House following held in their
oﬃces on the
6th floor of the
Superior Court
Building.
As a small token
of our thanks to
Channel 17 for
their support of
the grand jury,
Foreman Mike
TV Host Kiyoshi Tomono, Kern County Foreman Mike
Ellio presented
Elliott and Kern Chapter President Lynn Runyan
Channel 17's
Sunrise Anchor
and Producer Kiyoshi Tomono a cer ficate of apprecia‐
on. We hope to con nue this valuable partnership and
cannot express our gra tude enough to KGET for bringing
awareness of the grand jury process to the ci zens of
Kern County.
San Joaquin Chapter By Ken Buck
The San Joaquin County Chapter has been busy in its
eﬀorts of community outreach to educate the public and
also recruit for the grand jury. Several speaking engage‐
ments have now been completed in me for grand jury
signups. Don Romero, the chairperson for the Chapter’s
Community Outreach commi ee, organized talks to vari‐
ous organiza ons within the county including Rotary
Clubs, Lions Clubs, Sorop mist, Ins tute of Community
Learning, Sons in Re rement, Veteran Groups, Re re‐
ment Communi es, etc.
The impact is already being felt! These are the words
from the Grand Jury Administrator: “When interested
Continued on page 6
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persons called in to inquire about serving on the grand
jury, the majority have men oned that they had a end‐
ed one of the various speaking engagements given by the
Local Chapter. Your enthusiasm is contagious.” Several
Chapter members have volunteered to speak at these
community events and consist of Gary Spaugh, Lou Mey‐
er, John Bri o, Larry Graser, John Nowak, Ken Buck, and
Neil Holets. Recent talks have also included the San
Joaquin County Assistant District A orney, Sco Fichtner
(a grand jury advisor), and he explained the diﬀerence
between the civil and criminal grand juries, a ques on
always asked by audience members.
The Chapter’s Membership commi ee, led by Mary Fin‐
ley, has also been successful in reaching out to former
grand jurors and the poten al recruitment as Chapter
and CGJA members.
We were also successful in ge ng the San Joaquin Coun‐
ty Board of Supervisors to proclaim February as Grand
Jury Apprecia on Month during their February 10, 2015,
mee ng. The proclama on read in part “Whereas, the
California Grand Jurors’ Associa on and local chapters
strengthen juries statewide by providing training, tools
and techniques to assure that each jury operates under
the same standards of eﬃciency and integrity to which
they hold local government.” Other parts of the procla‐
ma on read “Whereas, Grand Juries are crucial compo‐
nents of California’s jus ce system; and Whereas, like
other California coun es, San Joaquin has a Grand Jury
composed of individuals who dedicate their me for a full
calendar year to serve in the Grand Jury system.” The
proclama on closed with “Now, Therefore, Be It Pro‐
claimed that I, Bob Ellio , on behalf of the San Joaquin
County Board of Supervisors hereby proclaim the month
of February 2015 as San Joaquin County Grand Jury
Awareness Month.”
And on a final note for this quarter, the San Joaquin
County Chapter is in the beginning stages of planning its
second regional mee ng to be held in September 2015.
Stay tuned for an announcement coming soon!

Lifelong Learners of the Central Coast
Learn About the Grand Jury
By Dorothy Schlitz, San Luis Obispo Chapter

During February, three members (Ellen Polinsky, Ron
Trayner, and Dorothy Schlitz) of the San Luis Obispo For‐
mer Grand Jurors’ Associa on presented two 2 ½‐hour
classes for the Lifelong Learners of the Central Coast
(ELLC). ELLC is an independent, member‐driven, replace‐
ment organiza on to the Osher Lifelong Learning Ins ‐
tute (OLLI) program ini ated by the California Polytechnic
State University in the county in 2003.

The class goal was to help people understand the scope
of the grand jury and to recruit applicants for the 2015‐
2016 Grand Jury.
The class was tled, The San Luis Obispo County Grand
Jury: It May Not Be What You Think It Is…Is It For You.
Twenty‐nine people a ended. The class covered the fol‐
lowing:
Grand Jury History and Jurisdic on
The Grand Jury in San Luis Obispo County: Organiza‐
onal and Opera onal Structure
The Work of the Grand Jury: Inves ga ons and Reports
Becoming a Member of the San Luis Obispo County
Grand Jury, and a role play session
Sample Ci zen Complaint…”what would you do if.”
Par cipants were extremely complimentary and le with
a typical comment, “I now know and understand what
the grand jury in San Luis Obispo is and how it works.” A
number of the class members expressed a sincere inter‐
est in serving on the 2015‐2016 Grand Jury and indicated
they plan to apply and would look forward to the chal‐
lenges and rewards if they are selected.
The San Luis Obispo chapter was the first CGJA chapter to
conduct grand jury orienta on for OLLI members, re‐
sul ng in a CGJA eﬀort to encourage orienta on of OLLI
members throughout the state.
Editor note: Seven similar classes have been held since 2006. If you
are interested in crea ng a program at an OLLI chapter near you, con‐
tact Be y J. Ma ea, Awards Chair, or Jerry Lewi, Public Rela ons Vice‐
chair for more informa on.

Shasta Chapter
By Larry Johnson, President

The Shasta County Chapter has been busy assis ng the
Shasta County Superior Court in recrui ng qualified appli‐
cants for the 2015‐2016 Grand Jury. Over a month of
ac vity culminated in a Grand Jury Informa onal Mee ng
on March 18.
Leading up to
this mee ng,
members of the
local chapter
posted flyers
and hung ban‐
ners advising
ci zens of the
opportunity to
Ray Frisbie briefing potential jurors at Shasta County Infor‐
submit applica‐
mation Meeting
ons for grand
jury service. Message boards at local retail outlets and
local radio and television sta ons, which conducted on‐
air interviews with former grand jury members and ran
Continued on page 7
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2015 Training Schedule

By Marsha Caranci, Training Chair

cgjatraining@cgja.org
Featuring a record number on on-site training seminars, the 2015 schedule is nearly complete and all assignments of trainers have been made. We
held our annual Train the Trainer meeting early in March at which we reviewed our overall curriculum, discussed a number of issues we are likely to
encounter and began the process of training two new trainers, Ed Kreins from San Luis Obispo and Jeannette Monahan of Sacramento.
Registration information will be posted on our website later this month under Training.

Mendocino County on-site

Location
San Bernardino
Ukiah

July 1 and 2

El Dorado County on-site

Placerville

July 7 and 8

Plumas County on-site

Quincy

July 9 and 10

Sonoma County on-site
Modoc County on-site

Santa Rosa
Alturas

Stanislaus County on-site

Modesto
Solvang

July 12

Santa Barbara/San Luis Obispo
on-site
Foreperson Workshop

July 13 and 14

Contra Costa County on-site

San Mateo/
Foster City
Martinez

Napa County on-site

Napa

Imperial County on-site

El Centro

Siskiyou County on-site

Yreka

San Joaquin County on-site

Stockton

Santa Cruz County on-site

Santa Cruz

July 19

Foreperson Workshop

Sacramento

July 20 and 21

Sacramento Regional Seminar

Sacramento

San Francisco County on-site

San Francisco

Mariposa County on-site

Mariposa

July 22

Foreperson Workshop

Redding

July 23 and 24

Redding Regional Seminar

Redding

Kern County on-site

Bakersfield

Lake County on-site

Lakeport

July 26

Foreperson Workshop

Visalia

July 27 and 28

Monterey County on-site

Marina

Visalia Regional Seminar

Visalia

Santa Clara and San Mateo onsite
Merced County on-site

San Jose

San Andreas

August 6 and 7

Tri Cos (Amador, Calaveras,
Tuolumne)
Humboldt/Del Norte on-site
Inyo/Mono Counties on-site

August 10 and 11 TBD

Lassen County on-site

Susanville

August 12 and 13 TBD

Sierra County on-site

Downieville

August 21 and 22 TBD

San Benito County on-site

Hollister

Date
June 29 and 30

July 16 and 17

July 29 and 30
July 30 and 31
August 3 and 4

Venue
San Bernardino County on-site

Merced

Orick
Bishop

Continued from page 6

Public Service Announcements, provided valuable as‐
sistance. Adver sements were also placed in local
newspapers throughout the county.
At the Informa onal Mee ng, thirty‐two poten al
applicants were joined by members of the current
grand jury, the Shasta County Chief Execu ve Oﬃcer,
and a representa ve of the Shasta County Superior
Court Administra ve Oﬃce. Shasta Chapter Secretar‐
y/Treasurer Ray Frisbie led a presenta on on the his‐
tory and current func ons of the grand jury in Califor‐
nia. That was followed with members of the current
grand jury describing their year of service and extoling
the virtues of serving on the grand jury. Shasta Chap‐
ter Director and CGJA President Karen Jahr next spoke
of the orienta on and training that the selected grand
jurors and alternates would receive once their names
were selected at a random drawing.
The Informa onal Mee ng concluded with a Ques on
and Answer session with a panel of chapter members
fielding ques ons, which ranged from confiden ality
to the amount of me required of a grand juror
throughout the year. The sugges on that, on average,
a juror can expect to spend ten to twenty hours per
week resulted in muﬄed laughter from some of the
hard‐ working members of the current grand jury who
were in a endance.
Once the applica ons have been received by the
court, members of the Shasta Chapter Screening Com‐
mi ee will commence calling references and other‐
wise assist the court in crea ng the final pool of indi‐
viduals from which the 2015‐2016 Shasta County
Grand Jury will be selected.
Board Ac ons By James Ragan Secretary
March
Approved the following language concerning the deduc bility of
annusl CGJA dues:
CGJA annual membership dues of $75 or less are of token value,
not substan al, and fully deduc ble.

In order to allow us to include Board actions from the current
months Board meeting, we have changed the journal deadline to the Monday after odd-numbered month Board meetings, which are the 4th Monday of each month.
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Madera Chapter Conducts High School Educa on
about Grand Juries
By Jerry Lewi
In the last issue, Jeannie Turpenen, Madera Chapter Pres‐
ident, reported on a class that members of the Madera
Chapter conducted at Yosemite High School in Oakhurst.
Being interested in ac vi es of this kind, I followed up
with Jeannie and received from Ben Kelly, the leader of
the chapter group, a detailed outline of the course. Here
is a summary of the course that could serve as a model
for other chapters going forward with similar educa onal
opportuni es. Congratula ons to the Madera Chapter
for this significant achievement.
The 90‐minute program was conducted by Kelly, Linda
Pennington and David Lopez and was repeated to three
classes during the day. A er introduc ons, the purpose
of the grand jury was explained as one of two processes
by which an ordinary ci zen can have input into govern‐
ment. One process is by vo ng. The second is by inves ‐
ga ng government within the county, the grand jury.
Then the class is “sworn in” as a grand jury and given sev‐
eral complaints to evaluate. One example: What would
you think if I told you that the Superintendent of Schools
used his access to computer records to change a stu‐
dent’s record, thereby qualifying the student for admis‐
sion to a college that he otherwise would not be eligible
to a end? The “jury” is asked to evaluate what infor‐
ma on is required, who to interview and what ac on the
jury might take. This interac ve nature of the course is,
to this reporter, one of the highlights of the program.
Following this exercise, the three instructors present in‐
forma on about the grand jury process in a more typical
fashion. Topics include grand jury history, qualifica ons,
rules of procedure, organiza on, how to conduct inves ‐
ga ons and write reports.
The class concludes by handing to each student copies of
recent Madera Grand Jury reports on the educa on sys‐
tem in their county with the idea that the regular class
teachers would hold a follow‐up discussion on the re‐
ports as a homework assignment.
The program was well‐received and, as evidence of that,
the team was invited to return next year.
The program was made possible when Kelly emailed Deb‐
orah Brown, Government Teacher at Yosemite High
School, and proposed the Grand Jurors’ Associa on
presenta on. Deborah Brown included Amy Weigel, the

other Government Teacher at Yosemite High School, and
Kelly was invited to meet with Brown and Weigel during a
teacher planning day. The Madera Chapter and CGJA ap‐
preciate the support and par cipa on of these fine
teachers and the administra ve support that made it
possible.
For more informa on you may contact
Jeannie,jeannieturpenen@gmail.com or
Ben, kellybr2012@gmail.com

Ask the Trainer
This is another in a series of ar cles aimed at current jurors,
especially those who have taken advantage of our Introductory
Membership (IM). We try to remind you of key issues on a me‐
ly basis throughout the year. Please remember the following:
Any trainer is happy to try to answer specific ques ons in their
area of exper se and may be contacted by using the infor‐
ma on in Tab 8 of our training manual; you may not take any
response as legal advice; and you should contact your local
legal advisors frequently to answer ques ons. Please submit
ques ons to me or the Journal Editor for future responses.
Marsha Caranci, CGJA Training Chair
cgjatraining@cgja.org

Final Report Approval
By Be e Flick and Jerry Lewi

The end of your term is looming on the horizon and you
will want to release all of your reports before your term
is over (Hasn’t the year just flown by?). To assist you in
taking the final dra to a fully approved, released report,
here is a check list of all the steps required to do that:
1. Dra completed by Inves ga ng Commi ee.
2. Final Verifica on (Exit) Interview with subject of
inves ga on – not required but highly recommend‐
ed. You must have interviewed the subject of the
inves ga on, but the exit interview is op onal.
3. Fully reviewed by Editorial Commi ee, who has as‐
sured compliance with your editorial standards.
4. Reviewed and approved by full panel with a mini‐
mum of 12 votes approving release (8 in 11‐member
body).
5. Reviewed by your legal advisor. Note: Some juries
take the above three steps in a diﬀerent order which
is fine as long as it conforms to your own rules of
procedure.
6. Submi ed to Presiding or Supervising Judge for ap‐
proval.
7. Delivery of report to any en ty for which a response
is required, two working days before release to the
public.
8. Released to public and the media. As a minimum,
Continued page 9
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we suggest that printed copies should go to at least
the county clerk, local libraries and other forums for
public distribu on. Compact disks may be used for
addi onal distribu on. Consider using a press re‐
lease. There is also a statutory requirement that a
copy is to go to the State Archivist. Check with your
county clerk as to who may be taking care of this.
9. Arrange for the report to be posted on your grand
jury website.
10. Include each individual final report in your consoli‐
dated end‐of‐term report, which can be published at
the end of your term.
For a more complete and detailed check list, go to our
website, www.cgja.org and under Jury Resources, go to
Sample Documents and look for Checklist for Approval of
Grand Jury Report, as well as some samples of transmi al
slips.

h p://cgja.org
In the spirit of con nuous improvement we
have made some minor changes in the menu
structure of our website in order to improve
accessibility to useful informa on. You will no‐
ce addi onal menu taps across the top of the
home page. The new items are: Jury
Resources, that compiles a number of useful
items of pri‐mary interest to si ng jurors;
Membership, that hosts all informa on
regarding applica on or renewal of any form
of membership; and Awards, that now
includes a new page of sum‐mary informa on of
all our awards with links to detailed
informa on about each award includ‐ing
instruc ons how to submit nomina ons.
Under the Jury Resources tab, you will find that
on the Links tab, we have added some
addi onal links to documents regarding
several diﬀerent forms of local government
subject to grand jury inves ga ons.
They
include LAFCos, Joint Pow‐ers Authori es and
Special Districts.
We hope these changes are helpful and note
we are always eager to hear sugges ons how
we can make our website even more useful and
“friendly.” Submit your comments to:
PublicRela ons@cgja.org
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CGJA Oﬃcers
President

Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer

Karen Jahr
karen.jahr@sbcglobal.net

Diane Dame’ Shepp
napacgja@gmail.com

Jim Ragan
Jimragan@charter.net

Lou Meyer
lou.meyercgja@comcast.net

Grand Juror Chapters and Associa ons By County
Bu e Chapter
Contra Costa Chapter

Ken Fleming, President
Rich Knowles, President

El Dorado Associa on * Deb Haas, President

CGJA Directors

kenplan67@gmail.com

North

grichthek@gmail.com

Marsha Caranci, Shasta
caranci@aol.com

debdon515@a .net

Fresno Chapter

Richard Allen, (Intrm.) President rickfresno1@a .net

Glenn Chapter

Cynthia Hunt, President

clhunt0@gmail.com

Humboldt Chapter

Louise Jacobson, President

xlj5535@yahoo.com

Kern Chapter
Los Angeles Chapter

Lynn Runyan, President
Bill Selditz, President

runyanly@yahoo.com
whseld@aol.com

Madera Chapter

Jeannie Turpenen, President

jeannieturpenen@gmail.com

Marin Chapter

Rich Treadgold, President

richtreadgold@gmail.com

Napa Chapter

Diane Dame’ Shepp, President

napacgja@gmail.com

Orange Associa on*

John Moohr, President

jjmoohr1@verizon.net

Placer Chapter

Al Wi en, President

info@PCGJA.org

Plumas Chapter

Mark Murray, President

slpdhd@yahoo.com

Sacramento Chapter

Joseph Maloney, President

joepm@pacbell.net

San Bernardino

Margaret Furman, President

mefurman@verizon.net

San Diego Associa on* Jim Lewis, President

grandpajim@a .net

San Francisco Chapter

Linda Clardy, President

clardysfcgj@gmail.com

San Joaquin Chapter

Gary L. Spaugh, President

gspaugh2@gmail.com

Karen Jahr, Shasta
karen.jahr@sbcglobal.net
Beckie Jennings, Su er
beckie.jennings@gmail.com
Jerry Kunkle, Bu e
sjkunkle@hotmail.com

Central
Lloyd Bell, Contra Costa
lloyd.bell@comcast.net
Karin Hern, Marin
karinhern2322@comcast.net
Diane Dame’ Shepp, Napa
napacgja@gmail.com
Gary Spaugh, San Joaquin
gspaugh2@gmail.com

South
Medsie Bolin, Fresno
medsiebolin@gmail.com

San Luis Obispo Chapter Ed Kreins, President

edandem34@gmail.com

San Mateo Chapter

Barbara Arie a, President

barie a@hotmail.com

Santa Cruz Chapter

Erik Zinn, President

enzinn@gmail.com

Shasta Chapter

Larry Johnson, President

calbear72@sbcglobal.net

Solano Chapter

Judy Calpo, President

judyagogo@peoplepc.com

Sonoma Chapter

Richard Klein, President

kleinmain@gmail.com

Stanislaus Chapter

Carmen Morad, President

carmenmorad@yahoo.com

Su er Chapter

Beckie Jennings, President

beckie.jennings@gmail.com

Jim Ragan, San Luis Obispo
Jimragan@charter.net

Tulare Chapter

Chuck White, President

chuck_white49@yahoo.com

Member at Large

Yolo Chapter

Barbara Sommer, President

basommer@ucdavis.edu

Yuba Chapter

Mike Boom, President

mike@boomfamily.net

Dianne Hoﬀman, Orange
cgjamailbox@gmail.com
Jerry Lewi, Ventura
cgjaprguy@roadrunner.com

Lou Meyer, San Joaquin
lou.meyercgja@comcast.net

*Independent Past Grand Jurors' Associa on

Standing Commi ee Chairs
Annual Conference
Diane Dame’ Shepp
napacgja@gmail.com
Legal & Legisla ve
Resources
Larry Johnson
calbear72@sbcglobal.net

Awards
Be y Ma ea
bjma ea@sonic.net
Training
Marsha Caranci
caranci@aol.com

Finance
Lloyd Bell
lloyd.bell@comcast.net
Public Rela ons
Jim Ragan
Jimragan@charter.net

Membership Rela ons
Mike Chernock
michael@chernockassociates.com
CGJA Mailing Address:
1017 L Street #320,
Sacramento, CA 95814-3805
ATTN: Committee or Director of your choice

Vol. 16 No. 2 CGJA Journal April 2015 12
The Mission
of the

California
Grand Jurors’ Association
is
To promote government
accountability by
improving the training
Jerry Lewi , Editor
and
2275 Fernleaf Court
resources Oaks,
available
Thousand
CA to
91362
California’s
58 regular grand juries
Stay Connected
and
educatingwww.cgja.org
the public about the
substantial local government
oversight .com/cgja1
http://www.
and
reporting
powers
http://twitter.com/cgja1
these grand juries have

Grand Jurors’

Journal

NON‐PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
US POSTAGE PAID
Thousand Oaks, CA
Permit # 233

Address Service Requested

http://www.linkedin.com/pub/california
‐grand‐jurors‐association/65/a29/88b

The Mission
of the
California
Grand Jurors’
Associa on
is to
Promote,
Preserve,
and
Support
the
Grand Jury System
through
Training ,
Educa on,
and
Outreach

Format for submitting letters and
articles to the
Grand Jurors' Journal
Articles submitted by e‐mail should be
saved in Rich Text Format (.rtf) and
transmitted as an
attachment to Jerry Lewi,
editor@cgja.org
See more detailed
instruc ons on our website,
h p://cgja.org/submit‐ar cle
Change of Address
Please no fy Editor,
editor@cgja.org of any address changes. When you
don’t, it costs CGJA $1.00 or more to get your cor‐
rect address from the Post Oﬃce and your Journal
mailing is delayed.
Journal Available Electronically
But to avoid that problem, you can sign up for elec‐
tronic delivery of the journal on our website. Go to
Grand Jurors’ Journal/Get JOURNAL by email. You
will automa cally be removed from the printed
copy mail list. This is an opt‐in situa on as we will
always print copies for regular mail distribu on.
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