
2022 Nominations List for Best Grand Jury Report  

County Grand Jury Report Synopsis 

Sacramento 
 

2020-21  
Del Paso Manor Water 
Dist. (DPMWD) Flooded 
with Public Safety 
Dangers 
2021-22 Sacramento 
County Grand Jury 
Status Review: Del Paso 
Manor Water District 

The report tells the cautionary tale of a small and troubled 
special district with a storyline that could readily apply to 
other special districts whose failings have not yet come to 
public awareness. It spotlights the “we are not legally 
required to assist” mentality of some elected leaders and 
heads of local and state agencies. The investigative report, 
agency responses, and subsequent April 2022 status review 
expose a deficiency in the current grand jury model and 
provide a remedy by incorporating the continuity report 
functions within the same grand jury term.  
https://saccourt.ca.gov/grand-jury/docs/reports/21-
22/dpmwd-investigative-report-110521.pdf     
https://saccourt.ca.gov/grand-jury/docs/reports/21-22/gj-
sacramento-grand-jury-dpmwd-status-review-041822.pdf 

San 
Bernardino 

2019-20 

County of San 
Bernardino Economic 
Development 
Department   

On the eve of the worst global pandemic in a century, the 
degree of preparedness at the San Bernardino County 
Economic Development Department (charged with leading 
both the county’s business growth as well as recovery from 
such a potential calamity) could mean the difference 
between permanent economic disaster and the kind of 
rapid, organized, and effective recovery strategies needed to 
save the county’s businesses. The grand jury found that the 
department was woefully unprepared and understaffed to 
handle the impending crisis. 
https://wp.sbcounty.gov/grandjury/wp-
content/uploads/sites/15/2021/12/2021-Grand-Jury-Final-
Report.pdf 

San 
Francisco 

2020-21 

Van Ness Avenue: What 
Lies Beneath 

The grand jury uncovered a hornet’s nest of city government 
inefficiencies and brought to the city’s attention millions of 
dollars in budget overages on the Van Ness project.  It made 
the front page of the local paper and received the most 
press of any grand jury report in San Francisco. 

https://civilgrandjury.sfgov.org/2020_2021/2021%20CGJ%2
0Report_Van%20Ness%20Avenue%20-
%20What%20Lies%20Beneath.pdf 

 

2022 Nominations List for Best Media Coverage 

County Nomination 

Sacramento 

2020-21 

Genoa Barrow, reporter for The Observer (Sacramento) https://sacobserver.com, for 
her extensive, unbiased, and continuing coverage of the grand jury’s investigative 
report Sacramento County Board of Supervisors Abandons Responsibility for COVID-
19 CARES Act Spending. This scathing report details the apparent misappropriation of 
$181 million dollars in COVID-19 CARES Act funds and examines the questionable 
actions of the supervisors during the worldwide pandemic. 



The journalist conducted herself with integrity and provided the community with 
access to critical information during a worldwide pandemic. Without this journalistic 
candor and honesty, the story might have devolved into a “he said” “she said” 
quagmire with resulting dissipation of public interest. The misuse of public funds might 
not have come to light. 

 

 


