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What is the purpose, authority and responsibility of a
California Grand Jury?
• The California State
Constitution requires that each
county impanel a "regular"
grand jury every year. Regular
grand juries consist of 19
members with the exception
that in counties with a
population of over four million
there are 23 members and
counties with a population of
under 20,000 there may be 11
members. These grand juries
have broad powers to
investigate and report upon the
conduct of local government

What is its background?
•

Historically the grand jury
developed in early Anglo-Saxon
custom and law as a body of
notable citizens who were chosen
to bring criminal charges and then
to investigate certain government
functions such as roads and jails.

•

The grand jury is one of the oldest
civil institutions in America and
has been part of California law
since statehood and is guaranteed
in the state constitution.

What is its legal authority?
•

•

The legal authority for grand juries lies in the
California constitution and the Penal Code.
We believe California is the only state where
the authority of the grand jury lies in the
state constitution. The true power of the
Grand Jury’s oversight function lies in
disclosing to the public inefficiency,
unfairness, wrongdoing and violations of
public laws and regulations in their local
governments. It is the “power of the
process”.
The grand jury may examine all aspects of
county and city government, as well as
special districts, to insure that the best
interests of County citizens are being met.
The three main aspects covered in
investigations are efficiency, effectiveness
and economy. In conducting investigations,
and issuing reports grand juries are not
necessarily looking for criminal behavior.
But if any is detected, that is turned over to
the District Attorney for action.

What have grand juries achieved?
• Grand juries throughout the
state have issued thousands of
reports and have caused local
governments to improve their
operations in many different
ways and in a wide range of
importance from providing a
better public address system in
a board of supervisors meeting
room to reimbursing millions of
dollars to property owners for
improperly collected property
taxes.

What do local governments think about grand juries?

• Most local governments are
appreciative of the work that
grand juries do. However, they
more often than grand juries
like, do not agree with the
recommendations for a variety
of reasons. Therefore it is
important that grand juries
develop reasonable
recommendations based on
solid fact-based investigations.
Poor grand jury work can put
all grand jury work in a bad
light.

How can citizens take advantage of a grand jury?

• As part of the civil function, the
grand jury receives many letters
from citizens alleging
mistreatment by officials,
suspicions of misconduct or
governmental inefficiencies.
Complaints received from citizens
are acknowledged and may be
investigated for their validity. Such
complaints are kept confidential.
Information is obtained by
interviewing local government
officials, visiting facilities and
conducting independent research.

How can a citizen serve on a grand jury; what are the
qualifications and obligations?
•
•

•

In most cases, citizens are asked
to volunteer to serve as members
of the grand jury.
From this pool, applicants are
selected by the Superior Court to
make up a grand jury that acts as
an arm of the court. This varies by
county as some counties require
their jury to also hear requests for
indictments. Jurors serve for a
period of one year.
Grand jurors operate under a strict
code of behavior and
confidentiality. While grand jurors
function lawfully as a body, a
grand juror acting alone has no
power or authority.

What are the qualifications and obligations to be a Grand
Juror?
•

•

What kind of people serve as grand
jurors? They should be able to take an
unbiased look at the way government
works and, when necessary, offer
solutions or suggest more efficient
management of operations. They also
need to possess strong personal
initiative and high energy to face the
workload. Above all, a good juror is
curious about how their government
works and how it can be improved.
Grand jurors come from all walks of
life.
Formal qualifications are simple: Must
be a citizen of the county for over one
year, at least 18 years of age, and be
proficient in English. The commitment
is important, as the effort can require
up to 20 hours per week, or more in
some counties.

What can a grand juror expect to do?

•

•
•
•

California statutes require that a final
report must be released at the end of
the jury’s term. Jurors hold numerous
investigations from which they prepare
written summaries of their investigative
findings, conclusions and
recommendations for improvements in
procedures and processes.
These findings and recommendations
are documented in the form of a report.
Governments agencies are required to
respond to these reports within a
prescribed time.
Another authority of grand juries is the
ability to bring an accusation against a
public official for willful misconduct in
office that can lead to a trial and
removal of the public official from office.

What is the role of the California Grand Jurors’
Association?
• CGJA is a non-profit
association of current and
former grand jurors whose
mission is to promote
government accountability by
improving the training and
resources available to
California’s 58 regular grand
juries and educating the public
about the substantial local
government oversight and
reporting powers these grand
juries have.

What are the benefits to an individual for serving on a
grand jury?
• Service on the grand jury
will provide members with
the opportunity to make a
difference.
• Members will become
involved with other
interested citizens in a
challenging and
educational year
• It is your county!
• It is your money!
• If the grand jury does not
ask the tough questions,
who will?

