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2019 ELECTION EDITION
by Lloyd Bell, Nominations/Elections Committee Chair

This edition of the Journal serves as your Voter Information 
Pamphlet. Please keep it until you have voted.

CGJA Board of Directors Candidates

Northern Region
Marsha Caranci

Tim Hafner
Mark Newcomb

Central Region
Janet Clark
Joann Landi

Southern Region
Travis Gibbons
Lou Panetta

This year, for the first time, we 
conduct the voting for directors via 
the internet using our CGJA 
website. By now you should have 
received an email with a link to the 
voting site, which was sent out on 
August 1, 2019.

The email contains a control 
number that must be entered on 
the voting form as proof of your 
eligibility to vote. Simple, detailed 
instructions are on the voting site 
for your review.

Read the candidate statements on the following pages.

https://cgja.org/
https://cgja.org/


Marsha Caranci

I am pleased to have been asked to run for director
representing the Northern Region, which I currently
represent as the director (appointed in 2018 to fill a
vacancy). I previously served as a CGJA director from
2008 through 2016 and am the chair of the Training
Committee and a member of the Finance and the Bylaws
and Policy Review committees. I have been a CGJA trainer
for 15 years.

I am a past recipient of the Angelo Rolando Service Award
and the Lifetime Achievement Award – and was honored to
be selected for both.

I am also a director and past president of the Shasta County Chapter of CGJA, having
served on the 2001-02 and 2002-03 Shasta County grand juries.

I am passionate about CGJA and its mission. I work hard to contribute to the strength of
the organization by devoting hours each year to the planning, organization and execution of
the CGJA Training Program, as well as assisting in the oversight of the financial health of the
organization. If elected to serve another term, I will continue to work towards furthering the
strength and viability of this great organization.

My goals for CGJA are to keep doing what we do best – training and supporting the grand
juries throughout California. We should also continue to reach out to the public to educate
them about the grand jury system, and I hope that we can continue to grow as an
organization.

Thank you for your consideration of my candidacy. 

Tim Hafner

I am a Vietnam veteran and have lived behind the Humboldt County
Redwood Curtain since 1974. I received a BS degree in forestry from
Humboldt State University in 1977. I retired from the United States
Postal Service in 2010 after a 33 1/3-year career. In 2014, I decided
to apply for the grand jury and utilize my investigative skills that
were honed over years as a shop steward for the National
Association of Letter Carriers.

I was a member of the Humboldt County Grand Jury in 2014-15 and
2015-16 – pro tem for the latter term. During the 2015-16 term, we
successfully introduced the technology of the shared Google drive
bringing the latest of technology to our jury. (Thanks Eddie and Jim.)
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In 2015-16, a group of us (Jim Glover, John Heckel and me) decided to re-energize our local
chapter and did so with the leadership of president Sara “Sam” Giannandrea. Subsequently,
I was elected president in 2017 and continue to serve in that role.

Sam and other dedicated members established the tradition of the Humboldt County
chapter hosting the annual CGJA training seminar in Orick for Humboldt and Del Norte
counties. We continue do that work.

I believe that outreach and education concerning the California grand jury are the most
important tasks we must accomplish. I will bring my energy to the board to do just that.

Continued on next page

Northern Region
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Mark Newcomb

I am an elder of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
and was raised by my father, John K. Kennedy, bishop of the
LDS and a WWII War veteran. I come from a hard-working
military family of USMC and USN veterans. My training in
criminal justice, special investigations and cyber security
brought me to the US Mint as the senior engineer.

Upon my tenure with the Humboldt County Grand Jury in 2017-
2018, I was voted in for the Law and Justice chair for nine
months during which time I performed research, conducted
interviews, created reports and assisted with the report,
Humboldt County’s Future, “Scene” Through the Looking Glass.

My attendance at the Orick training event in 2017 produced solid contacts with fellow grand
jury members from Shasta, Del Norte and Trinity counties. I coordinated with counties of
the northern region and was successful in addressing a few of their concerns. My
attendance at the writing workshop in Redding in 2017 produced contacts with other
counties and sharing of ideas on how to proceed forward and bring everyone together.

As a representative for CGJA, I tabled for the Humboldt County chapter at the 2018
neighborhood safety block party and at the 2019 rhododendron parade block party with
other service organizations.

Over the last two years, I have become familiar with the issues facing many of the counties
in the northern region, and I wish to begin addressing some of their concerns by giving
them representation on the state level.

Janet Clark

As a grand juror in Alameda County, I was impressed with the
process and with meeting other people interested in local
government. After my term, I worked with six or seven
members of our jury to set up our new local chapter. I served
as president for three years and now am secretary of our
Alameda County chapter. I have been a member of the CGJA
Membership Relations Committee for the past year.

I would like to work with CGJA as we continue to increase the
number of chapters. I would also like to work with CGJA on
strengthening the effectiveness of jury recommendations.

With the demise of local reporters and newspapers, the grand jury is now the only
watchdog of local governments.
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Continued on next page

Central Region
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Joann Landi

I have been a member of CGJA for 19 years. I serve on the
Public Relations and the Bylaw & Policy Review committees and
on the Program Administration Subcommittee. I currently chair
the Awards Committee. I served on the 2007, 2008 and 2009
Annual Conference and the 2016 Nominations-Election
committees and was secretary of CGJA from 2003 to 2012.

Throughout the years, I have had the pleasure of serving with a
group of individuals dedicated to fostering and fulfilling the
association’s mission. Members should be proud of the work
tirelessly carried out by their board of directors and volunteers.
If elected, I will continue to support the mission to “promote,
preserve, and support the grand jury system through training,
education, and outreach.”

I am a director and secretary of the San Mateo County chapter and was a member of the
San Mateo County Grand Jury from January 2000 through June 2002.

Travis Gibbons

I hereby submit my name as a candidate for the director
position. The work of the CGJA is critical to the continued
smooth operation of the California grand jury system. CGJA
guidance to its chapters, legal opinions to county grand juries
and training for grand juries and their legal counsels and judges
is the cornerstone for that smooth operation. I stand ready to
provide my knowledge and experience to that cause.

I have been a member since 2010 while serving on four Santa
Barbara grand juries (2010–2015) in all administrative and
committee positions.

I joined the training team in 2016, serving as trainer and member of the Training
Committee and its Public Relations Subcommittee. I was elected as director in 2017,
became the CGJA treasurer in 2018 and am a member of the Finance and Annual
Conference committees.

My personal goals are to fulfill the duties of the southern regional director, to continue
serving in the positions as stated above and to coordinate with the appropriate CGJA
officers and committees on issues identified by chapters and grand juries and their advisors
and presiding judges. After gaining more knowledge of CGJA operations, the goal will be to
volunteer for additional duties and positions.
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Continued on next page

Southern Region
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Lou Panetta

I am a retired member of the faculties of the College of
Business at California State University, Monterey Bay and of the
Middlebury Institute of International Studies at Monterey,
instructing MBA candidates in international business planning,
research, and market development.

Prior to my career in academia, I served as a corporate
executive in several domestic and international positions. I also
served on several for-profit and nonprofit boards of directors.

My grand jury experience includes serving as foreperson pro tem on the 2014-15 Monterey
County Grand Jury, and I chaired an investigative committee. I am a current trainer for
CGJA and serve on the Training Committee. I also chair the Technology Committee and am
vice president of the board of directors.

My desire to continue to serve on the CGJA board is simple. I believe in the grand jury
system and its essential role in democracy. In America, we don’t serve the government; the
government serves us. We have several means to ensure that arrangement continues. The
oversight of the civil grand jury is of the purest form.

The impact I would like to make on the CGJA is to improve efficiency and better serve our
members through the implementation and use of technical tools.

I graduated from Niagara University with a BS in mathematics and completed the Advanced
Management Program at Haas Business School, University of California, Berkeley. I live in
Monterey with my wife Kathy.
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Orange County Grand Juror Honored
by Joann Landi

Foreperson Birgit Sale presents Doug Gillen a 
Certificate of Special Recognition at the Orange 
County Historical Courthouse.

Doug Gillen, member of the 2016-17 and 
2018-19 Orange County grand juries, was 
awarded CGJA’s Certificate of Special 
Recognition. The award recognized Doug’s 
exemplary work improving recruitment efforts 
for the county.

He also developed, drafted and designed a 
trifold brochure with basic and practical 
information about the grand jury. The 
brochure was approved by the presiding judge 
and is available in the petit jury meeting 
room. Doug coordinated all petit jury 
presentations and made more presentations 
than any other grand jury member.

Birgit Sale, jury foreperson, secretly 
orchestrated the presentation that was 
attended by Doug’s fellow jurors, the jury’s 
legal advisors (County Counsel Sharon Durbin 
and Deputy DAs Brett Brian and Denise 
Hernandez) and the Superior Court Public 
Information Officer Kostas Kalaitzidis.
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Big Payoff for 
Minimal Effort

by Joann Landi, Awards Committee Chair

Join the CGJA Awards Committee and have a 
truly positive experience. Handing out awards 
is very rewarding. We operate on a need-to-
meet basis, so it is not a major time sink.

It provides an opportunity to gain insight into 
the inner workings of CGJA without having to 
get too caught up in it (that can come later).

What’s to lose! For more information contact 
Awards Committee Chair Joann Landi at 
joannelandi@aol.com.

Don't miss !is
deadline!

Nominations for CGJA’s Angelo 
Rolando Service Award are due by 

August 24 – see details.
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CGJA Awards News

Five Nominees for Best Report Award
by Barbara Sommer, Excellence in Reporting Subcommittee Chair

The seven-member subcommittee of the CGJA Awards Committee is currently evaluating the five nominees for 
CGJA’s Excellence in Reporting, Best Report award. The evaluation criteria can be viewed on our website. The 
winner will be announced at the annual conference November 3-4. Summaries and links to the reports are 
provided below.

ALAMEDA Oakland’s $860 Million Crisis: Unfunded Retiree Healthcare June 2018

The grand jury expressed concern that, without radical changes, the city will never be able to pay for what it 
has promised. This dilemma is already starting to crowd out essential government services. Elected officials are 
leading the city toward service insolvency.

EL DORADO El Dorado Irrigation District California Public Records Act Compliance June 2018

The grand jury found that the director of the irrigation district did not comply with the board’s policy with regard 
to public records. He inappropriately followed his own interpretation of the proper application of a Supreme 
Court’s decision rather than the official interpretation by the district’s board of directors.

SANTA CLARA Alum Rock School District Board: Time To Put ‘Trust’ Back In Trustee June 2018

The grand jury found the school board, controlled by a three-trustee bloc, failed to meet its governance 
standards and its fiduciary responsibility. The district did not consistently use best practices in awarding 
contracts.

SHASTA The Quarter Million Dollar Typo: Words Matter April 2016

A typographical error in a 2008 resolution by the board of supervisors led to the inappropriate awarding of 
longevity stipends to elected department heads at a cost to Shasta County taxpayers of more than $260,000 
from 2009 through 2023.

SAN LUIS OBISPO Incarceration in San Luis Obispo County: Inmate Health and Safety at the County 
Jail June 2017

Concerns about recent deaths led to the recommendation that the sheriff and the county health agency conduct 
a joint review of the adequacy and appropriateness of management structure, policies and procedures and how 
those relate to inmate safety and health. The jury found that there is inadequate physical space to conduct 
programming for male inmates. There is no single official at the county-jail level that has true oversight and 
responsibility over all aspects of an inmate’s well-being.
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https://www.edcgov.us/Government/GrandJury/Documents/2017-2018%20Reports/Corrected%20El%20Dorado%20Irrigation%20District%20California%20Public%20Records%20Act%20Compliance.pdf
http://grandjury.acgov.org/grandjury-assets/docs/2017-2018/GJ-FinalReport-2017-2018.pdf
http://scscourt.org/court_divisions/civil/cgj/2018/Alum%20Rock%20FINAL%20REPORT.pdf
https://www.co.shasta.ca.us/docs/libraries/grand-jury-docs/full-reports/2015-2016-full-report-and-responses.pdf?sfvrsn=cd78f889_0
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/10DcnICrCm_4rToVYL6QDCfAo40_ExjLV
mailto:joannelandi@aol.com?Subject=CGJA Awards Committee
https://cgja.org/angelo-rolando-award
https://cgja.org/excellence-reporting-award


And for Best Media Coverage
by Barbara Sommer, Excellence in Reporting Subcommittee Chair

The above subcommittee is also judging three nominations for CGJA’s 
Excellence in Grand Jury Media Coverage award. The criteria are:

• increasing public awareness and understanding of the grand jury system
• increasing public awareness of a specific grand jury investigation
• improved public understanding of the issue investigated
• community awareness of the outcome of a grand jury investigation.

Nominees and links to the related grand jury reports:

SANTA CLARA. Mercury News (San Jose) for its article on Police and the 
Mentally Ill: Improving Outcomes May 2018

The Mercury News article put the spotlight on this issue. It mobilized a 
number of law enforcement agencies to put more emphasis on training their 
officers. In addition, the county has increased the number of "in the field" 
health professionals to support law enforcement during encounters with the 
mentally ill while in a crisis.

SHASTA. Record Searchlight (Redding) for its coverage of The Quarter 
Million Dollar Typo: Words Matter April 2016

The Record Searchlight provided timely and supportive articles along with 
editorial comment and letters to the editor, all of which agreed with the 
findings and recommendations of the grand jury. Public awareness of the 
issues raised by the report was greatly enhanced by this extensive coverage.

TUOLUMNE. Alex MacLean, reporter for The Union Democrat, for 
multiple articles on Tuolumne County Economic Development Authority 
page 151, June 2018

MacLean covered this report with at least 26 articles though May 2019 from 
the report’s release through many meetings that eventually led the 
dissolution of the TCEDA. MacLean’s articles were objective and thorough. He 
captured and reported on the substantial debate on the issues.

The winner will be announced at the annual conference November 3-4.
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Send your thoughts or opinions on CGJA or 
grand jury matters to editor@cgja.org.

mailto:basommer@ucdavis.edu?Subject=CGJA Journal editor
http://scscourt.org/court_divisions/civil/cgj/2018/Police_and_Mentally_Ill_Improving_Outcomes050818.pdf
https://www.co.shasta.ca.us/docs/libraries/grand-jury-docs/full-reports/2015-2016-full-report-and-responses.pdf?sfvrsn=cd78f889_0
https://www.tuolumnecounty.ca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10852/GRAND_JURY_FINAL_REPORT-2017-2018


Annual Conference Program is
Ready for Prime Time!
by Lloyd Bell, Annual Conference Committee Chair

Almost finished reading this edition of the CGJA 
Journal? Before moving on to yet another chore 
on your “to-do” list, take time now to register for 
the 2019 Annual Conference and Membership 
meeting. The program is just about complete and 
includes the always-interesting Excellence in 
Reporting awards, the Angelo Rolando Service 
Award and recognizing a wide variety of 
distinguished public officials. Conference hotel in Old Sacramento.

There will be opportunities to exchange ideas to help meet CGJA’s strategic 
objectives and social opportunities during our gala dinner for reconnecting.

Our keynote speaker is State Controller Betty T. Yee. As the state’s chief 
fiscal officer, she is the state’s accountant and keeper of all public funds. She 
chairs the Franchise Tax Board and serves on numerous boards and 
commissions, including the Board of Equalization, the State Lands 
Commission, the California Public Employees’ Retirement System and the 
California State Teachers’ Retirement System. She also conducts audits and 
reviews of state operations to insure financial integrity and accountability.

Michael Turnipseed, president of the California League of Bond Oversight 
Committees will update us on the efforts of his organization to provide 
training to committees overseeing the billions of dollars of school bond funds 
throughout the state.

Don Ashton, El Dorado County chief administrative officer, will provide his 
perspective of being on the receiving end of grand jury reports and perhaps 
share ideas that will help make these reports more effective.

Returning this year is our always-popular silent auction. Chapters are 
encouraged to send or bring along ready-to-display items for bidding 
conference attendees. Please alert us of your donation to 
annualconference@cgja.org so that we will be prepared to display your 
item.

The conference is at the Embassy Suites by Hilton – Sacramento 
Riverfront Promenade on November 3-4 in charming Old Town 
Sacramento. Click here to learn more about the program and register for the 
conference. Hotel information is also included on the registration form, and 
links are provided to inform you of other attractions in the Sacramento area 
should you wish to come in a little early for the conference or linger for 
another day.

Register today. We look forward to seeing you again in Sacramento.

Please contact Lloyd Bell with any questions.
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                                              CGJA is a 501(c)(3)  non-profit, charitable organization.  Tax ID #33-0079227 

  

California Grand Jurors’ Association 38th Annual Conference 
and Membership Meeting 

Improving Grand Jury Awareness Throughout California 

November 3-4, 2019 

                       Embassy Suites Sacramento-Riverfront Promenade 
      For hotel reservation information, please see page two of this form 

 
To register online, click here or insert https://www.cgja.org/annual-conference-0 into your web browser 

 
For a fillable version of this form, you may also complete the form below: 
 

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM 
 
Name:____________________________________ Dinner Guest Name:______________________________________ 
 
Address:_________________________________City:___________________________St:_____ ZIP:_______________ 
 
County:_______________________ Phone:___________________ Email:____________________________________ 
 

REGISTRATION:    Conference attendance, which includes dinner, is $116.00 
   
          Total per person (conference and dinner) $116.00 x _________    =  $____________
  

  Guest (for the Dinner only)                                   $  66.00 x _________    =            $____________ 
 

Dinner consists of spring mix salad with raspberry vinaigrette dressing, slow-cooked short ribs with seared polenta cake and roasted garlic Brussels 
sprouts, or chicken breast Florentine with Yukon gold potatoes and baby carrots both served with chef’s choice of accompaniments and baked rolls.  All 
entrees with dessert.  A vegetarian option is available.  Wine provided on the table.  Coffee, decaffeinated coffee, and hot or iced tea is available. 
  
 

Dinner Selection:  Short Ribs_____, Chicken_____, or Vegetarian_____. 
 
YES, I want to make an additional tax-deductible donation to help underwrite conference costs*             $ ____________ 
                                *will be listed in conference program if received by October 1, 2019 
 
TOTAL PAYMENT (excluding hotel room, which attendees book directly with the hotel)           =             $ ____________ 
                                      Deadline for Conference registration:  October 21, 2019  
 

- Please note that only registered conference attendees are permitted to participate in the conference - 

   

___Check enclosed payable to CGJA     

___Credit Card amount $___________            MC        Visa       AMEX         
  
Card Number: __________ - ___________ - __________ - ___________ Exp. Date ____ - ____     _______     
                                                                                                                                               3-digit code on back of card 

Billing name (if different from above) __________________________________________________  
 

Billing address (if different from above) _________________________________________________ 
 
Signature:  ___________________________________________________________ Date: _______________ 
 

 
If you wish to register by mail or email, complete the appropriate form and either: 

1.) Save this fillable form and email as an attachment to: annualconference@cgja.org, OR 
2.) Print and mail to: California Grand Jurors’ Association, 1017 L Street #320, Sacramento, CA 95814-3805 94583, Attn: Treasurer 
For conference information contact Lloyd Bell, CGJA Annual Conference Committee Chair, lloyd.bell@comcast.net 

 

https://www.cgja.org/annual-conference-0
mailto:annualconference@cgja.org
mailto:lloyd.bell@comcast.net


Ask the Trainer
by Marsha Caranci, CGJA Training Chair

This regular column allows the CGJA Training Team 
to share with Journal readers our responses to 
some of the questions we receive from grand 
jurors.

Please remember the following: our trainers are happy to answer questions 
in their areas of expertise and may be contacted by using the information in 
Tab 8 of our training manual; you may not take any response as legal 
advice; and you should contact your local legal advisors to answer any 
question that might divulge confidential information.

Please submit your questions to me at cgjatraining@cgja.org. The 
Training Team’s response to your question might appear in a future edition 
of the Journal.

We are all still on the road training this month and have not yet received 
any written questions from new jurors.
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Join/Renew your membership online

Serve on a committee - fill out our Volunteer Interest form.

https://cgja.org/joinrenew
https://cgja.org/form/volunteer-interest-form
mailto:cgjatraining@cgja.org?SUBJECT="CGJA training"


The California Grand Jurors’ Association Presents: 

2019 Report Writing Workshops 
In	these	convenient	locations:	

Tuesday, October 22, in Visalia 
Thursday, October 24, in Rancho Cucamonga 

Monday, October 28, in San Rafael 
Wednesday, October 30, in San Jose 
Tuesday, November 5, in Sacramento 

Wednesday, November 6, in Sacramento 
Thursday, November 14, in Redding  

In addition to an overview of recommended format and content for grand jury reports, each one-
day workshop will cover choosing a report style, the role of the investigating and editorial 
committees, and the procedures and time frames for a report’s review, approval, and release. 
Our team of trainers will share best practice tips on how to write effectively. They will 
demonstrate the distinctions between facts and findings through group exercises. Attendees will 
practice developing and evaluating findings and recommendations and critiquing sample 
reports. A video will be shown to demonstrate how to conduct an exit interview to verify the 
report’s findings.  

This workshop, and the training materials that will be provided, will help grand juries improve 
the quality, readability, and effectiveness of their final reports.  

The cost for the workshop is $65 per juror. 

Each session will start at 9 a.m. and end at 4:00 p.m. 

For more information and to download a registration form, please visit 
www.cgja.org after September 1, or contact us at cgjatraining@cgja.org. 



Recent board actions
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Board Meeting, June 27, 2019

Ratified the appointment of Chuck MacLean to director with a term consistent with that of Jim McClary 
ending in 2020.

Amended Policy 13.40 to approve electronic voting via the CGJA website to elect directors with an 
“opt out” provision to request a paper ballot. 

Approved 2019 Director Election Ballots.

(1) Adopted new Chapter 15.00, Technology Committee (Tech)
(2) Renumbered existing chapters 15.00 – 21.00 of the Policy Manual to 16.00 – 22.00 to allow for the
insertion of the new chapter.

Revised Policy 12.50, subsection A.1 to reduce the number of dual CGJA/chapter members from seven 
to three for chapter formation; and subsection B.4 to reduce the number to maintain chapter status 
from five dual members to three.

Revised Policy 12.60, subsection B to require the CGJA President, rather than the president of the 
dissolved chapter, to inform the court of the dissolution.

Revise Policies 2.40H and 12.40C to allow a CGJA membership list limited to members within a county 
to be provided to any chapter member in that county who is also a CGJA member in good standing for 
the purpose of recruiting chapter members.

Executive Committee Meeting, July 10, 2019

Ratified Jim Ragan as chair of the Membership Relations Committee.

All approved board meeting minutes are available on the CGJA website.

Barbara Sommer, Secretary

NOTE: We encourage members to attend meetings of the board of directors. They are held on the 
fourth Tuesday of the month via teleconferencing (no meetings in July and December). Read more.

Send us your chapter or association news and accomplishments. Format articles in 
Word and send as email attachments to Barbara Sommer editor@cgja.org. For more 
details see How to submit an article.

DEADLINE for submitting articles for publication in the next issue 
September 23, 2019

Change of address - Please notify the editor@cgja.org of any email address changes.

The mission of the CGJA is to promote, preserve, and support the grand jury system 
through training, education, and outreach.

Contacts: Officers and directors, chapter and associations presidents

Keep us posted

STAY CONNECTED
Visit our website
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Visit us at www.cgja.org Revised November 2018 

California Grand Jurors’ Association Voting Member Application 
To promote, preserve, and support the grand jury system through training, education, and outreach 

Check all that apply:  New member*  Renewal 

1 yr. membership, $30  2-  $25 per yr.  Lifetime $500 Check one:  yrs or more (specify if more)

Please type or print legibly 

Email address                              Telephone 

Name     

Mailing address     

City       County       State                  Zip+4 

California county of service        Year(s) served on Grand Jury (e.g., 2000/01) 

Are you a member of a local chapter or association?         No            Yes (please specify) 

Please consider adding a donation $      Do you wish your donation to remain unpublished?    Yes    No 

Make check payable to California Grand Jurors’ Association or enter credit card information below. 

The California Grand Jurors’ Association will not knowingly provide, sell, trade, transfer or in any other way deliberately reveal 
any such private member information to any party outside of the California Grand Jurors’ Association 

Applicable fees will be charged on returned checks 
Amount enclosed    or 

Credit card amount  (MC, Visa, AMEX, Discover – fill in the information below) 

Card number      – –   –                    Exp. Date         /  Security code (on back of card) 

Billing name (if different from above)    

Billing address (if different from above) 

Signature (OK to type)   

CGJA is a California Nonprofit Public Benefit Corporation and designated an IRS Section 501(c)3 Tax Exempt Corporation. 
CGJA annual membership dues of $75 or less are of token value, not substantial, and fully deductible. 

Contributions to the association are deductible to the extent permitted by law. 

*Individual (voting) membership is open to any person who is serving or has served as a member in good standing on a
county grand jury in California. Members elect a Board of Directors to conduct association business. Members are
eligible to serve on association committees, attend the association’s annual conference at locations throughout
California and receive the CGJA Journal, containing periodic updates of association and grand jury developments.

Please continue to page 2 to indicate or update your volunteer choices and information.
Support our important work with your time! 

After you have completed this form, either 

1) scan and email to the CGJA Treasurer at treasurer@cgja.org or
2) print and mail to California Grand Jurors’ Association, Attn: Treasurer. 1017 L St, #320, Sacramento, CA 95814.



CGJA Volunteer Interest Form 

CGJA is an all-volunteer membership organization.  We succeed mainly because our members volunteer to 
serve on our committees and/or train grand jurors.  Serving on committees almost never requires travel.  We 
communicate via email and computer video and telephone teleconferencing.  Trainers travel throughout the 
state.  We reimburse them for lodging and pay the government rate for mileage and a modest per diem for 
other expenses. 

Contact Information 

Name Phone 

Street Email 

City, ZIP County 

CGJA volunteers work mainly in committees and/or as grand juror trainers. In which areas are you 
interested in volunteering? Please check (with an x) each box as applicable. 

Annual Conference Committee - oversees the preparation and conduct of the CGJA annual 
conference. 
Awards Committee - administers the selection of winners of the awards given throughout the 
year. 
Bylaws & Policies Review Committee - reviews proposed amendments to CGJA Bylaws and 
Policies, committee procedures, and chapter bylaws. 
Finance Committee - oversees CGJA’s financial management. 
Legal & Legislative Resources Committee - formally responds to legal and “best practices” 
questions; monitors legislative activity affecting the grand jury system. 
Membership Relations Committee - encourages membership and chapter formation and 
communication; supports regional activities. 
Public Relations Committee - manages the website; publishes the Journal; educates the public 
in support of California’s regular grand juries. 
Technology Committee (new) - oversees and supports CGJA’s technical, data, storage, and 
communications resources. 
Training Committee - develops and conducts annual training programs for grand jurors, 
alternates, forepersons, and grand jury legal advisors throughout the state. 
Trainer - train grand jurors under direction of the Training Committee. 

Special Skills/Qualifications.  We frequently seek volunteers with special skills and qualifications to 
carry out specific tasks.  Please check each box as applicable. 

Microsoft products: mainly Word, Excel, 
PowerPoint 

Web page design, management, and optimization 

Database management Social media development and operation 
Quickbooks Online Information technology management 
Bookkeeping or accounting Public speaking or lecturing 
Video production Publication writing, editing, or production 
Education program development or 
management 

Legal expertise in nonprofit, corporate, or grand 
jury law  

Sales and marketing Teaching 

Go to next page 



CGJA Volunteer Interest Form 

Please summarize your grand jury, other volunteer, and work experiences as related to the 
interests, skills, and qualifications that you checked on page 1. 

Signature (okay to type) Date 

After you have completed this form, either 

1) scan and email to the CGJA Treasurer at treasurer@cgja.org or

2) print and mail to California Grand Jurors’ Association, Attn: Treasurer. 1017 L St, #320,
Sacramento, CA 95814.

Thank you for your interest in volunteering with us. 

Revised 11/27/18 
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